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FOREWORD

1. Purpose.—The purpose of this handbook, which is a revi-
sion of TM 30450 (17 December 1941), is to give both officers
and enlisted men of the U. S. Army a better understanding of
their principal enemy in Europe. In order to fight the Germans
successfully, it is vital for the U. S. soldier to know at least in
broad outline the manner in which the units of the German Armed
Forces are trained, equipped, and organized, as well as something
about the chain of command and the method of close cooperation
between the various branches.

2. Scope.—a. Limitations—No attempt has been made to give
complete details on any of the subjects discussed in the hand-
book. TFurther information on the individual arms or branches
of the German Army is available in the numerous special pub-
lications which have been published or are in the course of
preparation by the Military Intelligence Division. Moreover, this
handbook does not concern itself with individual units, locations,
campaigns, and commanders; these are dealt with in the Order of
Battle of the German Army.

b. Imclusion of Air Foroe.—The German Air Force is given con-
siderable attention, for although this handbook is intended pri-
marily for the use of U. S. ground forces. no handbook on the
German Army alone would give an adequate picture of the enemy
that the U. S. soldier will encounter. The basic principle of the
German military system is unity of command and close coop-
eration of all arms. It is imperative, therefore, that the Air
Force be considered with the Army as an integral part of a single
and closely-knit military organization.

3. Language difficulties.—Where there is an English equiva-
lent for a German term or where the translation of German

1 RESTRICTED




OCR by LAGNCA

3-4 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

words gives to the reader a clear picture of their meaning, both the
English and the German terms are often given. However, in the
case of German ranks that have no exact equivalent in the U. S.
Army. no translation is given, since it *would actually be more
misleading than helpful.

4, Revisions.—All errors or suggested changes and additions
to this handbook should be reported to the Dissemination Unit,
Military Intelligence Division, War Department, Washington 25,

DG
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5. General principles of organization.—a. Flewibility.—
In no 2 years since 1933 has the organization of the German in-
fantry division vemained the same. At any given date, wide dif-
ferences have existed between supposedly similar types of or-
ganization, and it is clear that the organization of units in the
German Army is never static. The Germans believe that the
rapid progress of scientific research and development of weapons
makes it imperative that organizational practice remain flexible
if it is to be in a position to take prompt advantage of technical
innovations as well as of lessons learned in combat.

b. Einheit principle—(1) General—The composition of Ger-
man units is based on the Kinheit principle of organization. The
Einheit, or unit, principle of organization may be defined as fol-
lows: standard types of small units with standard organization.
training, and equipment are adopted as the basis on which all
larger organizations are built. Thus, for example, the basic in-
fantry combat unit is the standard platoon, consisting of four
light machine-gun teams (each supported by a rifle team) and a
light mortar team. This basic combat unit is the foundation of all
organizations the tactical employment of which is based on fire
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and maneuver. It is found in the regular infantry in all types of
divisiong, in the motorcycele company, and in the engineer com-

pany. Similarly, all signal units, whether belonging to the signal

troops or attached integrally to larger infantry or artillery units, .
are composed of a combination of one or more basic radio and tele-
phone groups, the equipment, organization, and training of which
ave identical. The same principle is applied in the organization
of all field and combat trains. The 7'ross, or train, of each com-
pany, troop, or battery of the Army is identically organized, with
only such minor differences as are necessitated by the means of
transportation involved. Each 7'7oss is composed of three Ain-
heit groups—the Gefechits-Tross, or combat train, the Verpfle-
qungs-1'ross, or ration train, and the Gepdick-T'ross, or baggage
train, Similarly all battalion, regimental, or division ammuni-
tion and service trains are based on the standard light column (a
complete operating unit of 15, 30, or 60 tons’ capacity). whereas
all supplies are initially made up for issue and transportation in
multiples of 30-ton lots. This Kinkeit principle has important ad-
vantages. Through its application, supply and replacement of
equipment are greatly simplified, while training and tactical em-
ployment of basic units of all branches of the service can be stand-
ardized and efficiently directed by the General Staff. In addition,
the principle of flexibility is maintained, since larger organiza-
tions can be formed from combinations of these standard basic
units.

(2) Tactical self-sufficiency of combat wnits—Each combat
unit in the German Army. from the basic infantry platoon to the
complete division. is so organized, armed, and equipped as to be
able to accomplish its mission independently. Thus each combat
unit is provided organically with all the support weapons which
it is expected to require to accomplish its normal mission without
reference to other units. Conversely, no weapons are provided as
organic armament which are not required for that mission. Thus
the basic infantry platoon, which is the smallest tactical unit in
the German Army, has light machine guns and a light mortar as

RESTRICTED +




OCR by LAGNCA
ORGANIZATION AND STRENGTH OF UNITS 5

its organic_support weapons. In accordance with the Einleit
principle. the basic unit of all other branches is similarly armed
and organized with a view to its self-suflicient employment. The
same principle is applied in the organization and armament of
the infantry battalion, regiment, and division, and of all other
units.

(3) Administrative self-sufficiency of combat units—With re-
spect to personnel and transportation, each tactical unit respon-
sible for administration is so organized as to be independent of
the next higher unit. The administrative units of the German
Army are the army, the division, and the battalion. All other
tactical units are attached to one of these three for administration
and supply. Each of these administrative units must draw its
supplies from the next higher administrative unit, and each is
organically equipped with sufficient transportation for this task.
This principle of organization, together with the formation of
the division trains into as many light columns as there are battal-
ions in the division, is largely responsible for the extreme flexibil-
ity of German tactical units. With the administrative indepen-
dence of the battalion, a widely varying number of battalions can
be grouped under a single regimental headquarters, with their
proportionate share of light columns attached to the division
trains, without placing any additional strain on administration or
supply. This principle is particularly applicable in the case of
reinforeing artillery. It also permits the German standard divi-
sion to be altered quickly to suit the tactical needs of the moment.

(4) March-combat group.—Each division or similar unit of the
German Army is organized so that it can be broken up into two or
more self-sufficient teams, or march-combat groups. The march-
combat group of the infantry division 1s the infantry regiment
reinforced by a battalion of light field howitzers, with possibly an
antitank company and an engineer company attached. The ease
with which these march-combat groups can be shifted to form
larger command groups is due to the administrative organization
of the battalion and the light column.
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6. Arms.—Every unit in the German Army is classified under
one or another of the following arms ( Waeffengattungen) :

a. Infantry. 4. Army antiaiveraft units.

b. Cavalry, k. Medical units.

¢. Panzer troops. 1. Veterinary units,

d. Artillery. m. Military police units,

e. Chemical warfare troops. n. Local defense units,

/- Engineers. o. Construction units,

g. Railway engineers. . Administrative units,

A, Signal troops. ¢. Propaganda troops.

7. Transport troops. r. Motor vehicle park troops.
7. Organization of higher units.—a. Divisions.—The vari-

ous arms are grouped together to formm divisions. The division
is the basic large unit of the German Army. and is the largest unit
having a preseribed organization. The following tyvpes of di-
visions exist (although only the first five figure importantly in
combat) :
(1) Imfantry division.
(2) Motorized division.
(8) Panzer (armored) division,
(4) Mountain division.
(5) Light division (an intermediate type).
(6) Cavalry division (only one of which now exists) (see
par. 46).
(7) Security division (for mopping-up duties in the rear areas).
(8) Frontier guard division.
(9) Special doty division (for controlling miscellaneous units
in Germany or occupied territory).
(10) Reserve division (for training and occupation purposes).
(11) Mobilization division (for receiving recruits for assign-
ment to field or training units).
b. Corps—Two or more divisions may be grouped for tactical
purposes to form a corps.  Each corps staff has a signal battalion
and various service units permanently assigned to it, but the al-
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lotment of divisions is flexible, varying according to the situation.
The following types of corps exist :

(1) Infantry corps (for controlling a group of divisions in
which infantry divisions predominate).

(2) Panzer corps (for controlling a group of divisions in which
Panzer divisions usually predominate).

(3) Mountain corps (for controlling a group of divisions in
which mountain divisions predominate).

(4) Corps command (for controlling an area in occupied ter-
ritory in which certain defensive units are located, but which may
be brought up to normal combat strength and sent into action as
an infantry corps).

(5) Reserve corps (for controlling a group of reserve divi-
sions).

c. Adrmies—Two or more corps may be grouped for tactical and
administrative purposes to form an army. Each army staff has
a signal regiment and certain administrative units permanently
assigned to it, but the allotment of corps is flexible, varying accord-
ing to the situation. The following types of armies exist:

(1) Ordinary armies.

(2) Panzer armies (for controlling a group of corps in which
the Panzer element usually predominates).

d. Army groups—For strategic purposes. two or more armies
may be placed under an army group command. which usually
controls an entire theater of operations or an important part
of such a theater. BEach army group has a signal regiment and
a large staff to deal with the many operational and administrative
matters in its terrvitory. including the rear area.

8. GHAQ troops (Heerestruppen).—a. General —As has been
shown. the headquarters of army groups, armies, and corps have
no combat units in their permanent organization. Only signal
units and certain service units are permanently assigned to such
commands. For particular operations, in addition to the tempo-
rary allotment of armies to army groups, corps to armies, and
divisions to corps, these higher units receive reinforcements from
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the GHQ pool. This pool consists of all artillery, Panzer troops,
engineer units, signal units, chemical warfare battalions, and mis-
cellaneous units which are not assigned to divisions or are not
otherwise permanently allotted. In addition, units of the Ger-
man Air Force, including antiaireraft units and army cooperation
units as well as regular bomber and fighter formations, are al-
lotted to the higher commands of the Army according to need.

b. Typical allotment to an army.—The following is a typical
allotment of GHQ troops to an army as observed from a German
document published during the French campaign of 1940:

(1) Awtillery.

One artillery regimental headquarters,
Two heavy artillery battalions (240-mm guns).
One heavy artillery battalion (150-mm guns).
Ome observation balloon company.
One meteorologieal platoon.
(2) Engineers.
One engineer regimental headquarters.
Two engineer battalions.
One commander of construetion units and staff.
Four bridge-building battalions,
Four bridge columns (trains).
(8) Other GHQ troops.
One survey (mapping) company.
One meteorological platoon.
(4) Avrmy headquarters troops.
One infantry company.
One infantry antitank platoon.
One armored car company.

e. Typical allotment to corps—The following is a typical al-
lotment of GHQ troops to a corps as observed from the German
document mentioned in b, above:

(1) Awtillery.

Two artillery commanders and staffs,
Two artillery regimental headquarters.
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(1) Artillery—Continued.
Two medium artillery battalions (105-mun guns).
Four medium artillery battalions (150-mm gun-howitzers).

. Two heavy artillery battalions (210-mm howitzers).

Two heavy artillery batteries (210-mm howitzers).
One heavy artillery battalion (240-mm howitzers).
One heavy artillery battalion (300-mm howitzers).
Four heavy artillery batteries (300-mm howitzers).
Two artillery observation battalions.

(2) LE'ngineers.
Three bridge columns,

(3) Other GHQ troops.
One infantry battalion for speecial employment.
One heavy antitank battalion,
One antitank battalion.
One chemical warfare regimental headquarters.
One chemical warfare battalion.

- -
PTG - v Y i . in. - . v . J -
o il e R A 1/ 5 Sk s T P 5

Figure l.—Medium half-track tractor and prime mover, widely used to transport tiroops
and tow weapons.
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| 1 | 1 | 1
Regimental Light Light Light Observation Medium
Headquarters Battalion Battalion Battalion Battalion* Battalion
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| 1 1 | 1 | 1
Battalion Slgnal Survey ’ : o . Anmmnunition
Headquarters Platoon Platoon Battery Battery Battery Column
1
| 1 1 I 1
Signal Firing Ration and Baggage
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! The observation battalion is part of the GHQ pool.

Figure 2.—Organization of the infantry division.
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9. Infantry division (Infanterie-Division).—The infantry
division of the normal type consists of a headquarters, a recon-
naissance battalion, three infantry regiments, an artillery regi-
ment, an engineer battalion. an antitank battalion, a signal bat-
talion. and services. (See fig. 2.) Its approximate strength in
personnel and transport is shown in figure 3: in armament,
figure 4. (See sec. V, Infantry. p. 51, for further details.)

Oand EM | Mtrel M | HDr T
[nits and EM | e tr | f orses
| vehicles | vehieles |
Vdivision headquarters . . . . .. | 152 17 Bl |eose X}
Reconnaissance battalion . ... ... it 575 35 30 3 213
Three infantry regiments ... ... .| 9,477 135 219 642 1,923
Artillery regiment . - .. - o S ] 2,700 38 a5 226 2,211
Engineer battalion____. .. . ______ 800 43 87 14 52
Antitank battalion - .11 .n aoooe 599 fid 13 | -
Signal battalion_____ ... ____ 474 32 103 7 52
LT e e R e s A R 2,200 143 325 30 21%
DOTAL % T S iR 18, 9“I 462 043 | \ml 4,680
Figure 3.—Composition of the infantry division.
Weapons Ren Bn [LI;’I{‘ ; ?{TL‘L AT Bn | Ener Bn I TOTAL
Machine pistols (ext-ludmc Lhmo in |
armored cars) ... ... : : 432 4:32
Machine guns, light_______________ 24 345 24 18 e 1444
Machine guns, heavy............. 8 N fomegass B (P 5 116
7.92-mm antitank rifles._________ B 81 . Cme 81
20-mm antitank guns. . ... = = milseasais s 4 [EE A 12
37-mm antitank guns______________ E o1 TR (RSSO B
50-mmn antitank guns_._.... e pE e o) ERESEE 24
50-mm mortars. . ......... 3 81 T 81
8l-mm mortars._________ 3 it 5T
75-mm infantry howitzers 2 18 a0
150-mm infantry howitzers .| ... | f fi
105-mm gun-howitzers. . __________ | _______ 36
150-mmn: gUn-hoWit2ers . v v v ccecma e mmemwmmn frmm e 5
105-mm guns R T S Al AR 4

1 Ineludes two in Div HQ and four in Div 8ig Bo.

Figure {.—Armament of the infantry division.

10. Motorized infantry division (Infanterie-Division
(Mot.)).—The motorized infantry division differs from the in-
fantry division of the normal type in that its units are motorized
throughout and that it contains only two infantry regiments in-
stead of three. The artillery regiment accordingly contains only
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two instead of three battalions of 105-mm guns. and two batteries

of 150-mm howitzers. Each motorized infantry division also in-

cludes a motoreyele battalion, and there has been a tendency to

add a Panzer component consisting of at least one battalion. The .
approximate strength of this division in personnel and transport

is shown in figure 5: in armament, in figure 6. (See sec. V. In-

fantry, p. 51, for further details.)

| |
Units ‘ Orﬁ\r}ﬂ Mirel (KH’;’ |LArmd-| Ag]‘]'d_ -Pz,III\’w.IPzi]]%w. Pzi 5“‘.
vehicles! > C | |
Division headquarters. ... __ 152 30 | 31
Panzer battalion ._____________ 640 30 S6
Motoreyele battalion . ... .. 1,055 | 271 121
Panzer reconnaissance hat- |
talion...___ 637 | 116 104
Two motorized infantry rr\gi-
ments. ... e N L 50 | 1,164
Motorized artli]cry regiment. 1, 835 125 335
Motorized engineer battalion__ 862 A8 133
Antitank battalion : 399 fid 1387 | =
Motorized signal battalion_____ 474 32 108 |-
Bervices. ... .. SRS 1. By 108 Eri |
TOTAL cuociaecaoaaas| 14,310 | 1,453 | 2561 ISl BJ T 37| 10
Figure 5.— Composition of the motorized infantry division.
. ' | P [2Miz Mtz Mt - A1 )
| Pt | anzer Miz Mtz DMtz | Atz
Weapons PSE‘;“' l\%;d Ren Inf Arty Engr| }31;[ Sig T _8
Bn | Regts Regt  Bn Bn i
Machine guns, light_ _________ i) | o8 al 236 18 27| 18 4 511
Machine guns, heavy__ Y 14 2 -0 I S S S8
Antitank rifles._______. | iz 3 filh
20-mm tank guns. . 0 29
50-mm tank guns__ | a7
75mm tank guns__ 10
37-mm antitank g-um 24

50-mm antitank guns.... N resvme—e 2 30
Si-mm mortars. ... |

81-mm mortars. e
75mm infantry howitzers. & 2| 12 ... 16
150-mm infantry howitzers_

105-mm guns. .. —
150-mm gun-ho

Figure 6.—Armament of the motorized infantry division.
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r

11. Panzer division (Panzer-Division).—The several types
of Panzer divisions that exist are alike in all respects except for
the organization of the tank component. In the more recently
organized Panzer divisions the reconnaissance battalion has been
discarded and its functions have been taken over by the motorcycle
battalion, which has been removed from the motorized infantry
brigade. An armored ear company has been added to the motor-
cycle battalion, and certain other adjustments have been made to
the organization of the motorcycle battalion to make it suitable
for divisional reconnaissance missions. (See fig. 7.) The ap-
proximate strength of the Panzer division in personnel and trans-
port is shown in figure 8; in armament, in figure 9. (See see. 1X,
Panzer Troops, p. 103, for further details.)

12. Mountain division (Gebirgs-Division).—The mountain
division consists of a headquarters, a bicycle battalion, two moun-
tain infantry regiments, a mountain artillery regiment, a moun-
tain engineer battalion, an antitank battalion. a mountain signal
battalion, and services. Its approximate strength in personnel
and transport is shown in figure 10; in armament, in figure 11.
(See sec. V, Infantry, p. 51, for further details.)

13. Light division (Jédger-Division).—The composition of
the so-called “light divisions” of the German Army vary some-
what according to the special missions for which they were formed.
They may be regarded as largely experimental intermediate units,
In particular, the two which were used in North Africa, known
as “Light Africa Divisions” (leichte Afrika-Divisionen), were
unique in their composition. Of the remainder, the majority
contain two infantry regiments, an artillery regiment (sometimes
motorized), a reconnaissance or bicycle battalion. and the usual
engineer, antitank, and signal battalions. Their strength in per-
sonnel, transport, and armament is usually somewhat similar to
that of the motorized infantry division {see par. 10).
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Figure 7.—Organization of the Panzer division.
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Uui;.s Oand | yror | iy | Avd- | At |P2EW{ PoKw. Pz Ew.
EM vehicles o C II 111 IV
Division headquarters. ________ 185 39
Panzer regiment ... 2,416 170
Motoreyele battalion . ___ 1, 153 236
Motorized infantry brigade. 4. 409 314

Panzer artillery rogiment | 2, 102 132
Panzer engineer battalion -

Antitank battalion . 552 4“

Panzer s:gnal battalion = 420 27

Serviees R et ) U 1 g 120 ]
‘1'{J'I‘AL....-_,-._-.--_..: 14,373 | 1,183 I 2, 546 ‘ 18 | i 30 114 30

Figure §.—Composition of the Panzer division.

|
s Mtz | Panzer | Panzer f Panzer
Weapons 13{};{“’ Mircl | Yor | Arty | Enge | 4T | sig |TOTAL
Brig Rogt Bn Bn

Machine pisbols. oo oo ool oleiaas il 156 156
Machine guns, light . . . 376 87 | 358 931
Machine guns, heavy. = 24 12 4= 84
Antitank rifles R, ——— 9 36 43
20-mm AAJAT guns. 28 18 lea=iiofas 60
37-mm antitank guns_____ ) o e 18 18
50-mm tank guns. ... ... 06 | L} P —— 106
50-mm antitank guns_________ | _______ 3| 18 34
Bl-tnm mortars. . 6 | 24 30
75-mm infantry howitzers. 30 | 2 16 48
150-mm infantry howitzers 8
105-mm gun-howilzers 24
105-mm guns 4
150-mm gun-howitzers__.______[_.______|________[________ 8

Figure 9.—Armament of the Panzer division.

Other

Units G| Murdl | Murve- | CERR HFOROT

Division headquarters______________ 200 12 96 Nz 20
Bieyele battalion_ - .- _.___ 551 57 ‘ o3 R e
Two mountain infantry regiments___| 6, 506 168 | 270 348 950
Mountain artillery regiment________ 2, 500 121 23 178 | 1, 785
Mountain engineer battalion._______ 1, 049 42 96 64 256
Antitank battalion________________ 599 64 | 1 1 (R | W
Mountain signal battalion__________ | 476 28 | 102 7 56
PBEVIOBR:. oo e e s T s | 2,250 64 | 191 117 | 439
;. RO | 14,131 ‘ 447 | 838 714 | 3506

Figure 10.—Composition of the mouniain division.
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e A — — - —

w ) ga |20 | 3w | BB | N ToraL

s n p. ! t o 2
capons Fin Fexts Regf I By | Bn B
|
) | e T i cx |
Machine guns, light_____ ‘ 24 356 o 27| 18 4| 453 .
Machine guns, heavy_ __ 8 2 N (I I — | T ———. 92
Antitank rifles_ . _ ______|______ ¢ - (YUY (TS R DS, 9 72
20-mm AA/AT guns_ ___|_____ T [ (i z (- A 12
37-mm antitank guns_ __ 3 | T TN (AR | RS | 27
50-mm antitank guns___|_____ | | _____|._____ L7 24
50-mm mortars_________ 6 L ) et ISPREENES A (NSRRI 60
81-mm mortars.________| 3 ol e [ Syt et ' 39
75-mm Mtn hm\'ilznm___| 2 (- SR SPONER IO 50
105-mm gun-howitzers__|______ b s [ & A SRR i N 12
I
Figure 11.—A tof the tain division,
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Paragraph
Organization of High Command in war—___ ________________ 14
Organization of subordinate commands___ . ____ 15
Regional organization (Wehrkreise) ____ e ——SN . |

14. Organization of High Command in war.'—a. /" nity.—
The outstanding characteristic of German military operations in
the present war has been unity of command. The Army (Heer),
Navy (Kriegsmarvine). and Air Force (Luftiaffe) are not ve-
garded as three separate services but as branches of a single service,
the Armed Forces (Die Welrmacht).

b. Supreme Command —Hitler is the Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces, and both theoretically and practically exercises
this command in person. Under him, the High Command of the
Armed Forees (Oberkommando der Wehrmacht?), headed by Field
Marshal Wilhelm Keitel, is responsible for the whole organiza-
tion, coordination, and employment of the Armed Forces in peace
and war, Each of the three branches, in turn, has its own high
command (Army High Command, Navy High Command, Air

1 For the ranks in the German Armed Porees, see figures 13 (facing p, 82), 14
(p. 35), and 15 (p. 36) ; see also plates VIl and VIII1, following page 50.
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Force High Conimand), which is responsible for carrying out in
its own sphere with its own General Staff the directives of the High
Command of the Armed Forces. (See fig. 12.)

Supreme Commander
Hitler

Armed Forces High Command

Keitel
Army High Command Navy High Command Air Foree High Command
Hitler Donitz Goring
Army General Staff Chief of Navul Operations Air Foree General Staff
Zeitzler Muisel Korten

Figure 12.—Coordination of the Armed Forces through the High Command.

c. Armed Forces Operations Staff—This staff, which is a part
of the Supreme Command, is the body most concerned with advis-
ing and assisting Hitler in the planning and execution of military
operations. It is stationed at Hitler’s Field Headquarters and
is equivalent to a joint General Staff of the three branches, having
effective authority to carry out its decisions. Operations in any
given theater are controlled by the local task-force commander,
who is subject to the directives from Hitler’s headquarters.

d. Formation of task forces—When any given operation is con-
templated, the following procedure is adopted :

(1) Hitler, after thorough consideration of the diplomatic and
domestic political situation, assigns an objective to the Chief of the
High Command.

(2) The Chief of the High Command studies the problem with
the aid of the Armed Forces Operation Staff and issues a general
directive.

(3) The Chief of the High Command calls a meeting of the
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Commanders-in-Chief of the Army, Navy. and Air Force. at
which the problem as a whole is discussed and a commander is
nominated for the operation in question, .

(4) After renewed consultation with the Chief of the High
Command. Hitler appoints the commander for the operation. who
may come from the Army. the Navy, or the Air Force.

(5) When the commander is appointed. he becomes a direct
subordinate of the Chief of the High Command.

(6) The Chief of the High Command issues an explicit direc-
tive to the commander.

(7) The new commander selects his own staff. which may be
composed of members of the three services,

(8) The staff prepares—

(@) A general plan of operation.
(h) A list of requirements.

(9) The commander of the operation submits his plans and his
requirements to the Chief of the High Command for his approval.
Generally the commander gets all that he requests, even including
the specific units of his choice.

(10) The selected units become a task force.

(11) The commander of the operation prepares a training di-
rective for the task force. All units in it are specially trained for
a specified period. During this period, the commander’s staff pre-
pares detailed plans.

(12) Hitler and the Chief of the High Command set a date
and time for the operation.

(13) The commander of the operation confers with all subordi-
nate leaders and goes over the detailed plans of lower units prior
to the beginning of the operation.

(14) The operation begins.

e. High Command of the Army.—The High Command of
the Army (Oberkommando des Heeres) is headed by the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Army (Qberbefehlshaber des Heeres).
He is the actual head of the Army without having the status of a
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cabinet member. He supervises the organization and training of
the Army in time of peace and is field commander in time of war.
This command includes both the exercise of field command and
the administrative duties at home. This function for the present
has been assumed by Hitler. The High Command of the Army
(Oberkommando des Heeres) is organized into eight main sec-
tions, as follows:

(1) Adjutant’s Office (Adjutantur).—The office acts as a cen-
tral clearing office for incoming and outgoing mail. It is in no
sense an equivalent of the U. S. Adjutant General’s Department.

(2) Personnel Office (Personalamt) —This office has full ap-
pointive power, without recourse to higher authority, for all of-
ficers up to the grade of lieutenant colonel except for officers in
the General Staff Corps. Appointments of colonels and generals
are made by Hitler. General Staff Corps officers are appointed
and promoted by the Chief of the General Staff. Otherwise, all
matters regarding initial commissions, promotions, transfers, and
retirements of officers are handled by the Personnel Office ex-
clusively. Its power is very great, and it is shielded from inter-
ference. This office is the depository for all efficiency reports.

(8) General Staff (Generalstab) —Under the Chief of Staff of
the Army there are five main departments, each under a Deputy
Chief of the General Staff (Qberquartiermeister I-17). Each de-
partment consists of from one to five sections (Abteilungen). The
organization is as follows:

Oberquartiermeister I —QOperations.

Abteilung 1.—Operations.

Abteilung 5—Transport.

Abteilung 6.—Rear Echelons.

Abteilung 9.—Topography.

Abteilung 10.—Maneuvers and Operational Planning.
Oberguartiermeister [I—Training.

Abteilung . —Training.

Abteitung 11.—Military Schools and Officers’ Training.
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Oberquartiermeister 111 —Organization.
Abteilung 2.—Organization.
Abteilung 8—Technical Services.

Oberquartiermeister 1V —Intelligence.
Abteilung 3—Eastern Section,
Abteilung 12—~Western Section.

Oberquartiermeister V.—Historieal.
Abteilung 7.—Historical.

(4) General Army Office (Allgemeines Heeresamt) —This of-
fice performs numerous important functions including those of
the Inspectorates of the various arms. Its organization is as
follows:

I —Central Section, including Army Publications Ad-
ministration.
I7.—DBudget Section of the Army.
117 —Mobilization and Organization Section.
IV .—Ordnance Inspectorate,
V.—Inspectorate of Infantry.
VI.—Inspectorate of Cavalry and Horse-drawn Trans-
port.
V77 —Inspectorate of Artillery.
VIII.—Inspectorate of Engineers.
1.V, —Inspectorate of Fortresses.
X.—Weapons Section of the Panzer Troops, Cavalry,
and Army Motorization.
X7.—Inspectorate of Signal Troops.
X71.—Inspectorate of Transport Troops.
X771.—Inspectorate of Chemical Warfare Troops.
X7V .—Inspectorate of Railway Engineers.
XV.—Medical Inspectorate.
XVI.—Veterinary Inspectorate.
(5) Ordnance Office (Wapfenamt).—This office is divided info
the following eight sections:
I.—Raw Materials Section.
11.—Chief Engineer’s Office.
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I1l. —Periodicals Section.
/1. Regulations Section.
V.—Research Section.

Vi.—Development and Testing Group (with twelve sub-
sections which deal with the weapons for the
various arms).

V I/ .—Industrial Mobilization Group.
VIII.—Acceptance Section.

(6) Administration Office (Heeres-Verwaltungsamt) —This
office is divided into the following four sections:

I.—Army Civilian Officials, Employees, and Finance.

I1.—Food and Supplies.

I11.—Barracks and Training Grounds.

IV . —Administration of Army Buildings.

(T) Chief of the Mobile Troops (Chef der Schnellen Trup-
pen).—(a) This authority was created in 1938. It was given
general training supervision over the following troops:

Panzer,

Cavalry.

Motorized reconnaissance.
Motoreycle.

(b) The office of the Chief of the Mobile Troops is believed to
have been largely superseded by the authority conferred on the
Inspector General for the Panzer Arm (General Inspekteur fiir
die Panzerwaffe), who was appointed early in 1943 and made re-
sponsible dirvectly to Hitler.

(8) Inspectorate of Cadet Schools (Inspektion der Krieg-
schulen) —This division of the Army High Command is of
minor importance. Its functions are similar to what a “Bureau
for West Point Affairs” would be if such a bureau were created
in the U. S. War Department.

15. Organization of subordinate commands.—a. Gen-
eral—In the German Army therve is no chief of staff in the divi-
sion. The duties of the chief of staff and the chief of operations
ave performed by a General Staff Corps officer known as /a (Op-
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erations). All higher headquarters above the division have a chief
of staff as in the U. S. Army.

b. Staff organization—The staffs of armies, corps, and divi-
sions are all organized in the same way and consist of the fol-
lowing sections:

(1) Section I (Genervalstab) —(a) This section is staffed ex-
clusively by General Staff Corps officers and is usually divided
into four parts, as follows:

la. Operations.

Ih. Supply and Administration.
I¢. Intelligence,

Id. Training.

() This General Stafl section does not concern itself with
any routine matters. In all German staffs the primacy of the
operations officer is unqguestioned. In corps and armies. when
the chief of staff is absent, the operations officer acts in that
capacity. In divisions the operations officer normally heads the
staff. as there is no separate chief of stafl.

(2) Section Il (Adjutantur).—This section is headed by a
General Staff Corps officer and deals with all routine matters of
administration,

(3) Seetion 11T (Feldjustizamt) —This is the legal branch
and is staffed by civilian officials (Beamten).

(4) Section IV (Intendantur) —This includes representatives
of all the various services, such as supply. medical, and veterinary.

(8) Section V- (Wehrmachtsseelsorgedienst, comprising Heeres-
geistliche) —Chaplaing’ service,

¢. Formation of staffs—For organization of work, the sections
of a staff are divided into three groups.

(1) Tactical group (Fiihrungs-Abteilung) —Comprises Ta and
le¢of section T of b (1) (a). above.

(2) Supply grovp (Quarticrmeister-Abteilung) —Comprises
Ib of section I of 4(1) (a). above, and the whole of section IV of
L(4), above.
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(3) Personnel, ete., group (Adjutantur) —Comprises sections
11, IIL, and V of 5(2). (3) and (5), respectively, above. The
postal section, pay section, divisional services, and divisional
headquarters troops are attached to this section.

d. Attached officers—The following officers arve attached to
the various staffs:

(1) Army.—(a) With the headquarters of each army is a
senior officer of each of the following arms: cavalry, artillery,
engineers, antitank, and signal troops.

(&) These officers act as technical advisers to the army com-
mander and keep him in touch with all matters relating to their
respective arms. They arve known as Héherer Kavallerieoffizier,
Hoherer Avrtilleriekommandeur, ete,

(2) Corps—(a) At each corps headquarters there is a senior
officer of each of the following arms: engineers, signal troops,
and antitank units.

() These officers come dirvectly under the chief of staff of
the corps. They command the units of their own arms within
the corps and are responsible for their technical and tactical
training. They are also available to give advice to the corps and
division commanders. They are known as Kommandeur der
Pioniere, Kommandeur der Nachrvichtentruppen, ete.

(3) Division~(a) An artillery officer, known as Artillerie-
Fiihrer, commands the artillery in a division and acts as artillery
adviser to the division commander,

(%) The following officers are believed to be attached to the
following groups of the division staff:

(1) Tactical group.

Division artillery officer,

Division engineer officer.

Division signal officer.

Antitank battalion commander.

Officer in technical charge of the division motorized trans-
port.
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(2) Supply group.
Commander of the light columns and the division train.
Division provost marshal. .
Division postal service commander.
Engineer officer
Signal officer
16. Regional organization (Wehrkreise).—u. General —
Germany is divided into a number of military districts ( Wehs-
kreise). Before the present war each of these was commanded

(for questions of supply matériel).

by a senior officer who also commanded the corps bearing the
same number as the Wehrkreis,
b. List of military districts—(1) The German army corps

and Wehpkreise in 1939 were listed as follows:

Headguurters of

Wehrkreix Area included Wehrkrefe and of  Peacetime garrison divisions
eNrps
Ieoiceu. EastPrussia_...c... Inomigsherg Ist, L1th, and 21st, and
[ 1st Cavalry Brigade.
If . __ Pomerania and Meek- | Stettin______. 2d, 12th, and 32d.
lenburg.
ITr... Brandenburg ______ Berlin._______ | 3d and 23d, and 3d
Panzer and 3d Light.
) ¢ Saxony and North Su- | Dresden_. 4th, 14th, and 24th.
detenland.
| T Southwest Germany___ Stuttgart __ ath, 25th, and 35th.
VI__._.. Westphalia and Lower | Miinster tith, 16th, and 26th, and
Rhineland. [ Ist Light,
Vii-.: Upper Bavaria_______ Miinchen___ 7th and 27th, and 1st
| Mountain.
VIl .. Silesia and East Sude- | Breslau____ | 8th, 18th, and 28th, and
| tenland. dth Panzer,
IX_ ___ Hesseand Thuringia. . | Kassel.______ 9th,15th,and 29th,and 2d
| Light and 1st Panzer.
R et Schleswig-Holstein | Hamburg____ 10th, 20ih, and 22d.
and North Sea coast- |
al area. | I
X/7__ ___ Hannoverand Prussian Hannover____ 13th, 19th, and 31st.
Saxony.
XII._ Middle Rhineland_._ . = Wiesbaden____| 33d, 34th, and 36th.
X1 Franconia and West | Niirnberg_____ 10th, 17th, and 46th,
Sudetenland. and 4th Panzer.
XVIiI__. Upper and Lower Aus-  Wien. _______ 44th and 45th, and 2d
tria. Panzer and 4th Light.
XVIII. . 'l‘_\:nl, Carinthia, and Salzburg_ ____ : 2d and 3d Mountain.
Styria.
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(2) After.the Polish campaign, Wehrkreise XX (Danzig) and
X X7 (Posen) were formed in the conquered territory.

(3) Alsace has been incorporated into Wehkrkreis V : Lorraine
and Luxemburg, into Wehrkreis X1I; Eupen-Malmedy, into
Wehrkreis VI portions of northern Yugoslavia, into Wehkrkreis
XVIII; and the Bialystok district, into Wehrkreis 1.

(4) The missing numbers in the above series were assigned to
four special corps staffs for the tactical supervision of the peace-
time Panzer, light, and motorized divisions (which have no cor-
responding Wehrkreise) (see par. 23¢) :

Corps I Corps headquarters Divisions supervised
XIV ... Magdeburg. ________ 2d, 13th, 20th, and 29th Motorized.
XV (Jena_ . ________ lst, 2d, 3d, and 4th Light.
F. 66 S R - ;| I 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th Panzer.

Secrion 111
RECRUITMENT AND MOBILIZATION

Paragraph

RET O PA s  eens s  AE
My BV W e e . 8
Period of ServiCe e e ——————— 19
Recrnitment procedure. . - oo o . X
Aptive And Yoserve eRtoHOrIen e e 21
Wartime modifications of draft procedure . ____ 22
Replacement training system. oo e 23
Protenslonil A . e e i e e 24
Uty T e e e g I e e O re i
Housing, eantonments, and trainingaveas_____________________ 26
Pay and allowanees e e . BT
Mobilfeation:in the padt- - cammanncnr o s oo, 28
Present principles of mobilization. . _______ 20

17. General.—German recruitment and mobilization prior
to and following the outbreak of the present war were organized
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and carried out in such a manner as to give Germany the best
possible usa of her manpower. Despite the years between 1918
and 1935, when Germany was forbidden by the peace treaties to .
have universal military training, the 4 years that followed were
sufficient to provide enough trained soldiers to carry the Polish
campaign to a victorious conclusion. The Nazi government also
completed preparations to assure that there would be no repeti-
tion in 1939 of the German experience of 1914, when the hasty
and ill-planned mobilization of hundreds of thousands of re-

serves in a short period of time fthrew German industry and
agriculture into a state of confusion from which it never wholly
recovered during World War L.

18, Military service law.—Universal compulsory military
service existed in Germany for more than a century prior to
World War I. It was expressly forbidden under the terms
of the Versailles Treaty of 1919, but when Hitler came to power
in 1933, he embarked on a vast rearmament program that ineluded
the training of a large army. The basic law governing the
present system of military service was adopted on 21 May 1935.
This law was far more sweeping in its provisions than that exist-
ing prior to 1919. Under the old law certain military eategories
were established and each was given a fixed schedule as to when
its members would serve. Men omitted from these categories
were not called for military service, and large groups were placed
in deferred classes. The law introduced in 1935 made every
German man available for military service. In the event of war
the entire nation was placed at the disposal of the High Com-
mand, which decides the number and classes to be called to the
colors. Thus the new law provided the legal basis for total mo-
bilization of all Germans and placed the interests of the Armed
Forces in wartime above all others in the state. Reserves may be
called out at any time for training, even in peacetime.

19. Period of service.—The obligation to bear arms begins
for all male Germans at the age of 18 and ends when they become
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45.  This applies, however, only to peacetime service, as in war-
time the age limit may be extended by decree. When conserip-
tion was reintrodnced, the period of active service was fixed at
1 year, but in 1936 this was extended to 2 years. DBefore the war,
active military service nsually began at the age of 20. The first
registration (Musterung). however, took place when a young Ger-
man beeame 18, This was accompanied by a preliminary medical
examination, classifieation according to his physieal fitness, and
provisional assignment to a branch of the service,

20. Recruitment procedure.—This first registration is ear-
ried out in small loeal registration aveas (Musterungsbezivke) with
the cooperation of district police and other local eivil authorities.
The next stage in the recruit’s career, the actual drafting (Awshe-
bung), consists of a second and more thorough physical examina-
tion, a definite assignment to an arm of the service, and a decision
regarding any vequest for deferment.  Army officials handle re-
eruiting for the Navy and Air Foree as well as for the Army itself,
If the rvecrnit is it (fouglich). he is sent home pending his eall
to the colors (Einberufung) and his induction (Einstellung).
Between first registration and induction the recruit ordinarily
performs his requived labor service (Arbeitsdienst).

21. Active and reserve categories.—All German men more
than 18 years of age (except those totally unfit for service) are
classified in the following eategories:

Aktiv dicnende—on active service,

Reserve I—fully trained, under 35.

Reserve H—partially trained, under 35.

I rsatzreserve I—untrained, not ealled up, under 35.
Ersatzreserve TI—untrained, physically unfit, under 35.
Landwehr I—trained, between 35 and 45,

Landwehr II—untrained, between 35 and 45.
Londstierm I—trained, over 45. ¥
Landstwrm II—untrained, over 45.
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22. Wartime modifications of draft procedure.—Draft of
men for the German Armed Forees has been greatly aceelerated
since the outbreak of the war, though in its broad outlines it has .
remained the same.  Mwusterung and Awshebung have now become
one process, while the induction age has been lowered from 20
to 18, and older elasses have been ecalled up.  Members of the
Ersatzreserve IT and Landwehr IT are subject to call, and occupa-
tional and other deferments ave strictly limited. Furthermore,
a continual “combing-out™ process is carried on to take men of
military age from industry and agriculture and rveplace them with
foreign laborers, women, or men unfit for military service. In a
further effort to increase the number of men available for the
Armed Forees, volunteers at the age of 17 ave accepted for the
Army as well as for special arms, while even younger men ave
being drafted for the auxiliary services.

23. Replacement training system.-—a. Zecruiting serv-
ice.—In order to simplify the task of each German field army
commander in wartime, the German Army is divided into the
Field Aviny (Feldheer) and the Replacement Training Army
(Ersatzheery.  When the war broke out, the field armies moved
out to take part in the various campaigns, leaving behind them
the £rsatzheer to take cave of all such details as drafting of per-
sonnel and their training for service in the field either as replace-
ments or as new units, The deputy commander in each military
district ( Wehvkireis) took command when the regular commander
moved out into the field. With the assistance of reserve oflicers
from the district he carried out the recruiting and training plans
formulated by the General Avmy Oftice (A/gemeines Heeresamt)
in Berlin.

b. Local confrol—Each militarvy distriet is divided into re-
cruiting aveas (Wekrersatzbezirle), and these, in turn, ave di-
vided into recruiting sub-aveas (Wehrbezivke). Although most
of the military districts contain two or three recruiting aveas,
some districts in populous areas contain four, while others in
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thinly populated areas contain only one. The military headquar-
ters of a Wehrersatzbezirk is known as a Wehversatzinspektion,
. that of a Wehrbezivk as a Wehrbezivkskommando, and that of a
Wehrmeldebezirk (reporting avea) as a Wehrmeldeamt. There
is no military officer on permanent duty in the local registration
district (Musterungsbezirk), the smallest of the local replacement
training service areas, and local police authorities represent the

military. . .
¢. Recrviting areas—Greater Germany is divided as follows

for purposes of recruiting :

Number of

Wehrkreis Wehrersalzbezirk Wehrbezirke
7 N Konigsberg  ___________________ 7
L Allenstein. - - ____________ 4

Y § SE R Stettin. . ______________________ 12
T e woe s SRR < e e e 4

5 e e e Berlitis oo e ensr e semanca s 10
1 (= Frankfurt-am-Oder_____________ 5
I £ Potsdaan_ e i e eme 7
. w____ _ Leipzg. 11
v _______ _Dresden. _____________________ 12
TV o s s Chemmitz.___________________ 9

| ORI | () : | SO s 10
W S TADE 7o f RO 13
R e NIRRTl o comovvmnmresesc s 11
W o el Dortmund-ccoouassnsmmnmameny 8

7 [ Diisseldorf . _____________ 14
VI oo RKbIn 9
vir.____________ MNinchen______________________ 12
|V (R .- % | L, 13
P 1 (S Kattowatz . - ocmmm e s cee e 13
VT o vosasmamurmm ] 5317 041 /R S N e 7
T roT e Feasgal «vororerosassprraemmnEs 9

7 £ Frankfurt-am-Main_____________ 6
£ AR Weimar_ . 9
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g Number of
Wehrkreis Wehrersalzbezirk Wehrbezirke
N s . Schleswig-llolstein. . G

N sema : BRI o ravan s s e o G .
i e RIS C 31 1 (| ) R S 9
AT g s - Hamover S 3 8
AT _ IS £ T3 o) V7T - A AP 7
XIT __ , IKoblenz I I T 10
NI ~__ MNannheim e 10
0§ I — Regensburg o it
Dbl wusisesia e INUERHORE S 11
B [ (ST RIS e e e e 5
XNPF soamgasizss 7Y e S NP 5
G 7 5 (—— — bR S 12
AVIIT . . Innsbruek .- __ R — 3
XV L £ v 10
XX . Danzg . . o 7
XXl e Posen : . ]

It will be noted that in the above table the numbers X7V, XV,
X1/, and X7Z.X ave missing from the list of Wehrkreise, This .
1= explained by the fact that Wehrkreise ave in reality corps
areas, with one peacetime army corps located in each Welrkreis
and bearing its number, The four missing numbers were as-
signed to Panzer, light. and motorized corps. which had no
corresponding Wehrkreise, as they drew their personnel from
Germany at lavge (see par. 160).

24, Professional cadre.—«w. Officer Corps—The German
Officer Corps is normally a professional long-service body of
officers devoting themselves exclusively to the practice of their
profession.  Their standard of living is not high, and in pur-
chasing power their pay may be estimated at about two-thirds
that of U. S. officers of equivalent rank. Prior to 1939, the
strength of the German Officer Corps was estimated at a little
under 30,000, Tor the present war, large numbers of retived
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officers have been recalled to duty, and in addition there is a
very considerable body of young reserve officers who have been
obtained from the ranks after service at the front and the com-
pletion of a 5-month training course.

b. Noncommissioned Officer Corps—(1) Time of service.—The
German Noncommissioned Officer Corps is composed largely of
professional long-service volunteers. For the majority, the term
German noncommissioned Officer Corps is composed largely of
special administrative and technical ability, serve beyond the
normal 12-year term, sometimes even up to 25 years. Prior to
1939, the Noncommissioned Officers Corps is believed to have
approximated one-tenth of the total Army strength, or between
70,000 and 90.000 men. During the war, of course, it has been
greatly expanded, and a special 414-year term of service has
been introduced.

(2) Recruitment—The German Noncommissioned Officer Corps
is built up by two methods, as follows:

() The bulk of noncommissioned officers are obtained within
the units. Young recruits who desire to adopt the career of a
noncommissioned officer apply to their company commander at
any time during their tour of duty with the colors. The decision,
however, as to whether the candidate will be accepted as a non-
commissioned officer in his unit is not made until toward the close
of the applicant’s service, when the company commander has had
a thorough opportunity to observe his character, intelligence, and
ability to perform the duties of a noncommissioned officer. He
must also have attained the rank of Gefreiter (acting corporal)
during his normal service. The appointment to the grade of
U nteroffizier is made by the regimental commander on the recom-
mendation of the company commander.

(b) The second pathway to the career of a noncommissioned
officer is through the noncommissioned officer schools. There
are five of these schools in the German Army, each ranging in
strength between 200 and 300. The course in these schools lasts 2
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