
RESTRICTED 

TM-E 30-451 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

TECHNICAL MANUAL 

HANDBOOK ON 

GERMAN MILITARY FORCES 

1 September 1943 

OCR by LA6NCA



OCR by LA6NCA



RESTRICTED 

• TM-E 30- 451 

~ 
HANDBOOK 

r":·· '. 

, il'" ON 

GERMAN MILITARY ' FORCES 
_ 1 ifPTE M BER 1841 

• 

MILITARY INTElLIGENCE DIVISION 
WAR OfPARTM EMT 

• RESTRICTED 

OCR by LA6NCA



• 

.-

• 

• 

, , 
t 
~, ,,-

OCR by LA6NCA



• 
• 

• 

.' 

. ' 

RESTRICTED 

TM-E 30-451 

HANDBOOK 
ON 

GERMAN MILITARY FORCES 
1 SEPTfMBER 1943 

Di.uminRUOII '" r~, 'rid<'fl ,,,,,'In._ TIL, info rm.lion contAined in r~"trid.d 

do<:u",.nlS S'" ' th" . onn !i.] cI .... " cl". ist ic. of re. , dcl.d ", .. te.i. l may be If i ... , " 
to any person known 10 be in tbe .., . vi.e of the United S tal .... and to paIOl • • 
of u"dou bted 10y" Uy and discretion who are ..... pH. 'i n&' in CHer"",."! work, 
but wi ll not ~ ~o" .. n" Llica l"d 10 the pnblic or 10 th" p res. except by .. uthori •• d 
m ili' ary !>uh lie . eh'I;"'" u,cnd.. . (S •• &I, .. I,a •. 18b. All 3SI)-.r.. 2S Sep 19012.) 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

RESTRICTED 

OCR by LA6NCA



WAR DEPARTMENT, 
W MHWW'I'ON 25, 0, C,' 1 September 1943, 

'J'i\f-E 30-45 1. Hu ndhook on Gerlllilll M ilihll 'Y FOI'('('S, is pub­
lished fol' the illl0l'IlIatioli and guitlllll(.'C of all conCC I'IIl'd, 

/'\ ' G. ::00.7 (:!G,l nll::).1 

13 \' OItlH:n Ol' 'l'ln: S ~:C I :~:TA I!Y 0 .- 'VAil : 

O""ICUL: 

J . A. [ 'LIO. 
ill ajar 0 (>11(>1'01. 

Till' Adjutant Gel/e ral, 

DISTIlHlUTI()l'>: X 

G. C. MAHSHALL, 
OMef of Stol!. 

(F ol' explun:lt ion of symbol,., sec F'.~I 21-6,) 

RESTRICTED u 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

OCR by LA6NCA



• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

SECTION L OrgllniJ.Hl ion alld Strength of Units_ __ ___ 5-13 3 
11. Adm iniiit rn tion, Command, and Staff . ____ ___ l-l - IG J6 

11 I. Hccruitmcnt and i\I obil izatiOll.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 17- 29 25 
IV. Un ifonlls, JIl~ignj!\, slid I dentifications ___ _ 
V. Infal: try _ 

VI. Cavalry and Hcconn,lissancc Units __ . 
VIT. 

VIIL 
I X. 
X. 

Xl. 
X [I. 

X l [l. 

X I V. 

S\". 
XVI . 

X'"J I. 
X\"I1J. 

~'I~I"" 

I nfan iry Wcapon.~ ________________ _ 
Field Artillery __ _ _______ . _________ _ 

Panzer T roops____ _ ______ • _________ . 
Engineers__ __ _ _____ ___ ____ _ 
Signal Troops. _ _ __________ _ 
Chemical Warfare Troop~ _________ _ 
Supply and Administrat i'"o Services. 
SS, Police, and Other i\lilitarized Organiza_ 

tions _______________________________ _ 

German Air r orcc. ____ _____ . ________ _ 
Tactics ___ ___ _ 

P ermanent Foriifieations __ _ 
Coinage, Weight s, and ;\ l ea.~llres __ _ 

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

30-35 
36-4 5 
-1 6--1 9 
50~55 

56~G2 

63-68 
69~81 

82- 88 
89 92 
93 98 

99-103 
10-1.- 11 1 
112- l22 
123- 125 
126~ 128 

" 51 
61 
65 
83 

103 
128 
1.59 
1 ~3 

101 

221 
227 
31!) 
333 
3'16 

'" 
1. i\ l edium half-i rack tractor and prime mover , widely used to t rans--

port troopo, and tow wcapl)!l~ _ ____________ _____ ___ 9 
2. Organ izntion of thc infantr.,· dil"ision_ ____ _______________ __ lO 
3. Cumpositio': of the infantr.I' dil"isiolL _ _ .__________ ______ II 
4. Arlluuncnt of the infantry di\"isiOlL_ ____ II 
5. Compo~itiOIl of the motori7.ed i!1fnnt ry dh-isioll ______ . _ _ 12 
6. Arm a mellt of the lHotori~ed infantry divisioll_ __ _ __ _ _ _ 12 
7. Organization of the P anzer di"isioll _ __ __ J..I 
8. Compo8itioLoflhePanzcrd ivision__ _________ _ __ .___ ___ _ Hi 
9. Artll!l.mCnl, of the Panzer dh·ision_ ________________________ Hi 

10. Com position of the mountain diyi~ion ____ ________________ . __ 15 
II . A rlll!l.lllent (.r t.he mountain diyisioll__ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 16 
] 2. CoordinatiOIl of the Armcd Forces through the H igh Comman(L 17 
13. Hanks in the Ccrman Armcd Forces (revised J une ]943) ___ faces 32 

m RESTRICTED 

OCR by LA6NCA



LIST OF J LLUSTnATIO~S 

Flti:ure Pille 
14. Scale of peacetime hase pa~' in the German Army _______ __ _____ 35 
15. Scale of wart ime I:m..~ pa.'· ill the Germnn Arm." _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 36 
16. l\larkinjl;S on identification tags (Erke'''l1lngsmarken) of the old 

and new types____ ___________ ________ __ ________________ 46 

]7. I\le(liu1O armored personnel carrier (Sd. K/z. f51)__ ____________ 53 
]8. Organization of the infantry reginlcnL___ _____ ______ _________ 5-1 
]\). C<J l11posilloll of the infantr.,· rcgilllcnt. ______ ______________ ___ 5!', 
20. Ar!lUllncnt of lhe i nfantr~' regimen!._ ______ __ ________________ Sfi 
21. Organization of the infanlr~' battalion_____ _.________ :." 
22. Composi tion and armament of the infant ry battalion ____ _ 57 
23. Composition of the motorized inCantr.,· regiment ill the Pallzer 

24. 

25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 
34. 
3':;. 
30. 

37. 
38. 

39. 

'0. 

41. 
42. 

dil'ision ____ . __________________________ _ 

Armament of the motorized inCantry regiment in the Panzer 
division ____ ___________________ _ 

Composit ion of the mountain infantrr regiment ____ ___________ _ 
Armament of the mounlain infantry regilJlen~ ._. _______ _ 
COml>osition and armament of the old-I.I'I'* motorC~'el e hallalion __ 
Composition and armament of the mOlori~.ed antiaircra ft l!la-

chine-gull hal talion ___ _ _ 
Composition and armament of ~he reconnab~ance battalion in tbe 

infant ry dil'ision ___ _______ . 
C'oml>osition and armament of the reconnailiSance battal ion in 

Ihe mot orized di\'is ion __________ . ______ _ 

COlllposition and armament of the reconnaissance buuulioll ill the 
the Panzerdi\·isioD__ ____ ____ _ ___ ___ _ .• 

Compos ition and a!'lllamcnt of the bicyele battalic.n ill 1 he moun-
tain dil'ision ____ ________ . _._ 

Coml>osition and armamcnt of the G il Q bie.'·cle but talion _______ _ 
9·mm Lugcr piglOI ( Pi8tok 08) ___ _ __ ___ __ ________________ __ _ 

9-null \Yallhe r pis!",1 ( Pi~IQle 38) . ___ •••• _. ___ __ ______ • _____ • 

7.92-l11m !\ Iallser carbine (K(( r. 981\). with grenadc di8('liarg<>r 
ncC<'sllorics ____ .. __ .________ __ _ ____ . ______________ _ 

7.92-mm rifle 41 (Geu:thr 41) , right I'icw. boll Olwncd_ . __ • __ _ 
Infantrymen rcudy to at tuck wi~h stick hand greuudl'!!. lJIod('1 24 

(SlitlhQ'ldgrana/rn 1'4) __ • __ ___ • _____ • _. _. _. _. __ 

9-mm lIubmachine gun (&Jwltifler M.P_ 88) with mlll;:nziuc 
attached and s houlder TCl!t c;\"lcndOO ___ ... _____ ___ _ 

9-mlll submachinc gUll (Schllltiuer M.P. 40). showing earr~'inl[ 
belt and mngaziuc ___________________ . _____ _____ ________ _ 

7.92-lIIm li jl;hl machine gun (AI.O. 34) on bipod moun\. 
7.92-mm heavy mnchiue gun ( AI.G. 34) on t r ipod mounL ______ _ 

RESTRICTED ". 

'" 5' 
" 60 

62 

63 

61 
6' 
66 
66 

67 
OS 

6' 

70 

70 

" 72 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

OCR by LA6NCA



• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

LIST 01-' ILLliSTBAT10XS 

Figure ,,~ 

73 
74 

43. 7.92-mm light machine elln (M .r: . . ,,£) ___ _________ ___________ _ 

4 .. , 50-mill mortar (I . Gr. IV. 36) with crew ___ " ____________________ _ 
45. 80-mlll mortar (s .Gr. LV. 34) beillg loaded ____________________ _ " 7. 46. 7.92-11Illl antitank rifle (Pz.J3. 88) with grenade disc!mrg'·I' __ . 
-17. 7. 9Z-mm fint,itank rifle (Pt.B. 39) with stock and bipod eXLendc(L_ 76 

77 
78 
78 7. 
70 
81 

48. 37-1ll1ll antitank gun (Pak 37) __________________ ____________ _ 
49. 37-mm antitank gUll (Pok 97) with s tick bo:n b ___ __________ __ _ 
50. 50-mill antitank gun (Pilk 38) captured at T obruk __________ _ _ 
5 1. 50-nHll an t iU\uk gun (Pak 88) in camouflaged pOiIit.ion with Cft'W __ 
52. 50-mill antitRnk gUll (Pok 38) towed b,v prime mover _______ ___ _ 
53. 75-mm irlfantry howitlcr ({.I.G. 18), horse-drawn ___ __ ____ _ 
54. 75-mm infantry howit.zer (I.I.G. If!) , maUl' led on carriage wilh 

rnbber whccb. ________ • ___ ____ __ ____ ______________ .. __ 81 
55 . l 50-mm infantry ho\\'it1.('r (a.I.C. 8ft) in firing po.~ilioll__________ 82 

56. CI,aractcri~lics of snillery weapons_ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ 84 

.':>7. Orient ing a bat l.er.I' for aeeural e fire conI rol _ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ 85 

58. 105-mlll gun-howitzer (1.11.1-1. 18) _______________ ____ ____ ____ _ 87 

59. J05-mm g,m-hO\,:,itller and ere\\' in aetioll ____ _____________ ___ 88 

60. JOn-mill gun-howitzer with 11 alf-tra~k prime lllover ____ ____ .___ 88 

61. 150-111m gun-howitzer (8.F./-I. 18), horse-drawn, with crcw, in 
firill g posit iolL __ ________________ • ____ _________ ____ .___ 8\) 

G2. l50-unn gun-howil.zer, tracwr_dr!l.wn _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 89 

63. 150-mlll i\Un-}lo\\"itzer, horse_drawn, tube seclion_ _____ _________ \)0 
64. 150-nnll gun-howitzer, horse-drawn, carri:lgo scetioll _____ _____ __ \)0 
65. \Oil-mill gun W.K. Jf!) firin g____ ______ _____ ___________ _____ 91 

66. J05-mm gun, l,mcLor-dra\\,lL ___________________ ._._ __ _ 91 

67. J50-mm gnn in firing po.~iLi{)n _____ . 92 
68. 150-111m gun with erell', drawn b.l· medium half- track tractor 

(Sd. Klz. 8) ____ _____________ ___________ ______ __ ._____ _ 92 

69. CompositiOIl and arwamunt of the artiller~' regiment in the in-
fantry division_____ __________ 93 

70. Composition and arnlalJII.:llt of Ihe nr1. i1Ii'ry regiment in the mo_ 
wrilled division _ _ 93 

71. Composition and armfUll(·"t of lhe art,mery regiment in the Pan:.:er 
divisiol1_ ___________ ___________ _ 9,1 

72. 7.5-mlll mountain howilzer with shield _________________ ____ ___ {).I 

73. 75-mlll mountain howitzer without, sbield ___ _ _ 9.') 
74. Compositioll and arlllatilent of the mount ain artille ry regimonL _ 96 
75. 21O-mm Mijr8CT Dolclle 18_ __ _____ _____________ 98 

76. Carriage of 21 0-tnm .Ill/r8er J~uleUe t.''--_______ ________________ 98 

77. 
210-JIllll tuoo ____________________ ___ ___________ . ___ 99 

RESTRICTED 

OCR by LA6NCA



LIST OF ILLUSTHATIONS 

Fi~ure Pa~. 

i 8. Z\O-mm howitzer. old type- __ __ ____ ____ ___ __________ . ____ ___ 99 

i9. ?z.I\.II:.111 chll.>;sh mount.ed wi~h 75-mm~hort-harrcledllS8au1tllull - 100 • 
SO. Pz.l\.w.111 ehMSis mounted with 75-mmlong-barreled 38sault gUll_ 101 
81. CoUllXlsi~ion and arnHunent of ~~'pes of tank regiment.s _____ . 105 
SZ. Colllposi t ion and aW1amenl of the lat.cst type of tank regiment _. 105 
S3. ComlXlsition and armament. of the lank batt.alion in the tank regi-

ment of t he Pan~er did;;ion _ _ __ _ _ _ 106 
84. Composition and armament of t.he t.ank battaliOn in the mot.or_ 

ized divi;;ioll _____________ ._ 

85. Coll1lXlsitlon and armllUWlll of the llillitllilk bll~lnlion in the Pllll_ 
zer divisioll_____ _ _ _. __ _ 

86. COll1lXlsition and armnment of the ant it ank battalio n in the infnn_ 
tr~' division __________ _____ __________ _______ _ 

8i. Cbnraet.erist ies of t anks__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ f[lces 
8R. Pz.f(w. I (Sd.l\.jz. JOl).ligh t l.ank ____ ___ _____ _ 
80. ChfLS~ is of Pz.Kw. I u~ed as mobile platform for Czech 4i-ltlill 

106 

lOi 

107 
110 
112 

anI ilank gUII _ ___________ __ __ __ ___ ________ _ __ _____ _ _ 112 

00. PZ.Kw. II (Sd .Kjz . 121). 1ight tank __ __. ___ _ ____ IJ3 
91. Pz.l\.w. III (Sd.}':'jz . 141) , mediulII Innk , with ~hort-b,\rreled 

50-111111 gIllL ___ ___________________________________ _ 
114 

92. Pz.Kw. III (Sd.Kjz. 141). IIIcrlinlll tank, wit h IOIl/!:-bnrrt'lerl 
50-nun gull____ ___ _ ________ __ ___ _ 11 5 

93. Pz.Kw. IV (Sd.K/z. 161). medium tank, with short-ham'led 75-
mm fCUIl ___________________ __ __________ ___ _____ _ ____ 116 

94. Pz. K II'. I F(Sd . Kjz. 161) . Ill(·dium lunk, with long_barreled 75-1I1111 
high-\'elocit~, gun (equ ipped wit II dOllulc-unftle lIIu1.zle brake) _ 1 I6 

95. 18-ton SOIllIlU (captnred Frellch tank used by the Germans)______ IIi 
96. 16.5-ton mediulll tank (Czech) (CZDV81-1)____________ J 17 
97. Pz.Kw. \fl , hea\·.I· t.lllik. showing Chd;;lie-t~' I>C bogie wheels___ _ J 18 
08. Light arll10l'('d ellr wilh 20_lIlIn 81111 ___ 119 
99. Light armored ellf, showing lll11chillc_gun Ilr!llILIIlCnL______ ___ _ 120 

100. Six-wheeled h('RI'Y I\rmored eM_ __ __ __ __ _ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ ___ _ 121 
101. Eight-whe'l'led hel\l'y a rmored caL ____ ______________________ 121 
102. Charflcleri..,t ic~ofarmoredcan<... ___________________ . __ ___ 122 

103. Characteristics of half-track prime movers and armored troop 
carriers.. __ ____ ~ __________________________ : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ 123 

104. 20-1ll1ll dual-purpose gun________ __ ____ _____________ _ ____ 124 
105. 8S-mlll multi-puT\)QSc gun (Flak 36)___ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ IZ4 
106. 88-mm mlilti-plIrpo:;.e gun (Piak 41 ) _______ _____ ._ __ __ __ ____ _ 125 
10i. 28/20-1l1nl Gerlich lal>CT(ld-bore ant it an k gUII ___ ._ __ __ __ __ _ __ _ 126 

108. 76.2-mlll R ussian gun, captured alld used b~' the Germnns_______ 127 

RESTRICTED 

• 

• 

• 

• 

OCR by LA6NCA



Flgul'<l 

109. 

• 110. 
Ill. 

]]2. 
113. 

114. 

• IIi'> . 

116. 

• 117 . 

ll8. 

119. 
120. 
121. 
122. 

• 123. 
124. 
J25. 
126. 
127. 
128. 
12!). 

130. 
131. 
132. 
133. 
134. 
135. 
136. 

137. 
138. 
13!). 

• 

LIS1' OF ILLUSTRATIOXS 

PRge 

i 5-mm antitank gllll (Pak 40)._~_.___ _ __ ____ ________ __ __ ___ 127 
Charactcri.~t ics of alII itank WeapOI1!L _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ _ 127 

ComposiUon and armament of .. he cnginc/'r battalion in Ihe 
infnrlLry civisioll _____________ ____________ ._ __ __ _ __ __ __ _ 130 

Eqnipment of the enginr.cr battalion in til(> infantr.,· dil"ision ___ .. 130 
CompoRition and armamcnt. of the !l)otori~ed engineer battalion 

in t he motorized inr:)'lItry bal1.a!ion _ _______ _ ___ _ __ ____ ._ _ _ 132 

Equ ipment of thc motorized eugineer ballalion in the motorized 
infantry dil"isioIL _____________ __ __ . __ __ ___ _ 

COlIlI}O~itio" (Lnd annament of the Panzer engineer bauflJion in 
the Panzer divi;.ion___ __ ___ ___ . ____ _ _____________ _ 

Equipment. of t.he PallJ'.er engineer J>fIlI'l.1ion in the ]'anzer 
di\'i~ion _ _________ _ ___ __ _ ___ __ . ___ _ 

CO)llpo.~ilion and armfllllPut of the IIlOUll1,l.in en~illeer batlalion 
in the mountain divisio,, _______ _ 

Equipn1('nt of the 1Il0' lnlain ('nginCCf baltali01I in I.he lllou!l1ain 
dil·i~ion _______ __ __ _________________ ____ __ __ __ ______ _ 

Tflnk-Iamlingbargc _ ___________ _ .. _ _ __ ____ __ __ ___ __ ___ _ 
:\'l ethod of blnwill!! a porlaL ________ __ ______ __ __ __________ _ 
POI\"<'r _~aw with p:OI.~oline mOlOf_ __ __ __ _ _ _________________ _ 
:\ "Ralll! hoaT loarh'd Wilh illfanlry ______ .. _. ______ _ ______ _ 

]'onlo'l brid:.:-c under conslructioll _______ _ 
lIcrlx'rt bridge __________ ____ ___ _ 

PhOiographing Herben bridge __ . __ 
L.'l.. brid!!c OVN lhe ~leu$e Hil"er aT ~ !a,\.~trichL 

1-_1,. bridge 00111])1('1 ('rI _ _ _ __ _ 
C()mlJ(!~i'ioll of the s igurd ballalion in the nof"lIlry rli"i~ioll ____ _ 
Compo~ilioll anriUrit lamcnt of lhe lypC of .~i.l(l1fi1 baTtalion in the 

Pallz('r di\'i~ion __ _ __ __________________________ _ 

COmpo.~il ion of the eorps signal Iml' :llion _ _ _ __ __ ___ _ 
Col1lpo;.ilion of on I' t,nw of s ignnl bal.lnlion in Lhe Pnm.cr corpi< ._ 
Compo.~ition of tbe anll.'- signal rcltinH'nI 
Frcqllcnc~' cOl"erage (in mC.I(acyclcs) of Oermn.n radio ;;et~ __ 

Principal OcrnHlll radios ",ilh compara.ble U. S. Arm~' flCt~_3fiecs 
Field radio 
Two-man puck tl"an~mittcr (14 hands, 950 t,o 3,150 kiloc.vc1es). 

probably uscd in the forward eehelon for reconno.i.~~allcc and 

132 

133 

133 

134 

134 
137 
14 J 
143 
14J 
lH 
1·1\) 
150 
152 
152 
164 

)64 
Wi 
16i'> 
16C. 
]68 
168 
16' 

ol>&"t\'atioll ____ . _ . _ ___ _ ____ __ ___________ _______ _ ___ _ __ JiO 

ZO 11".8.'1. , 20-walL tran~mitter_ _ _____ _ ____ .__________ 171 
Rell.!' "jew of 20 n-.S.d., 20-watt trnnsmiller_______ _______ _ 171 
Ukw.E.e. 10 lV.S.r.., tank OOmpOIl('l1ts of Pu 5-SE 10 U__ 172 

'" 
RESTRICTED 

OCR by LA6NCA



LIS'!' or ILL USTHATlOXS 

.-rlllll'! 

\40. :\Ian pack reCC'i\'{' r . inl('rC(! pt find monilorine: type 44688 (4 
bfl!ld~. 100 to 6,070 kiloc.,·c1c~), \u<ed wilh pack tralU;lUiUer 
7'Of( A- /o'tll in the forward echelon ••••••• • ••• . ___ _ 

141. Reeel"er , ground interC('pt a nd monitoring type (2Q hlllld ... 
o to 5 me~nerel(~) ____ _____ ._._ •• _ •..• ___ • __ _ 

142. Airborne tran~mil:c r . "'IIG 16 (38.5 to 42.3 mcl!ac.\·c lt~), IIl'Cd 
by sin!ot1c«l.It fighters for commulliclltion 

143. :\Iobile transmitt e r. t YI)(' lOOn-s. used in t lU'di"ision COlll lll llnd lIet. 
144. Field telepholl(,s ____ .. _ ___ _ __ • __ ___ _ 
145. Hedin!!: out field" ire _____________ .. __ • __ ._. ____ _________ • 
14 13. Li ~ t of GNman wur ",a..«('~ . ________ . _________ • _ _ • _________ _ _ 

147. 150-null Nelle/werler 41 cnptllred ill Korth Arric:l . ... _______ _ 
148. Smoke unil Icarl,i" ", 10 1I><e lOS-mill chemiC(11 mo rl.U'!' ____ ____ _ 
149. Flamc_t hrower (old In ... ) ___ ____ . _______________________ _ 
150. Small...,iz{' Oll<'-mlll ntllll<'-thrower •• ______________ .• _ 
151. " Iediu m flatn('-throl\"{'r _____________ _ 

152. Hailroad motor-t fu ck u>-('d for I rans porl ing 8.IIPI)li <,,> to the frolll ~ . 

..... 
173 

Ii" 

17;' 
176 
178 
181 
189 
192 
193 
19G 
19S 
199 
200 

153. Cornbt~t train (hori"<'-<1rll.wn) _______________ • __ • 210 

154. LOlldillg a tran~]lort p\.Ul{' wilh !'upplies for the frunL ••• _ 211 
11)5. SS unil with 37-lllf" iUll ilank 1/.un _._ ••••• + ••. ____ ••••• _. 223 
156. Orga nization of t Ilf' Gcrt lla n Air "Iini ... t r.\· ... ____________ .. 230- 231 
157. 20·111111 AA/AT~lI,,-__ ._.- ----- •• -- •• _ •• __________ • 
1M;. 37-1ll111 aliliairCfafr /l1l". ________ • _ __ ._ .. ~ _________ . ____ •. 
15!). Pnrnchllli~I .. rt'~i\' illl( 1!I..~I-minUl(' d('1nil~ llud orders _____ ••••• 
160. 75-lIlnl rceoill(, .... jl;1111 (/ •. 0. 40 ) adaph.'<I for ai rboflle un i l.~ _ •.•• 
161. Ch nraetcristits of Grrman airplall<">_ . .. . __ ~ ___ ••• _. __ faCCli 
162. Meuer~rh'"111109F. the standard O(·rnlun s inglo-eng ine fijl;ht('r __ 
1 Ga. l'orkp.lI"l,11 190. the M'wCllt type of German single-engine fighter _ 
104. Mp83er~('h1l/ill 110 :11I'il1-('''I'ine lonll-ran!w fighter}_. _________ _ 
165. Mf'flt'r~(h mill f lO (lwin-('nJ,(inE" fighter. light bomber, and ground-

11.1 lack plane) •• _. ______________________________________ _ 

166. Junkers 88C (twin-('nJ,(ine night fi ldtter and bolnlx-r) ____ • ____ _ 
167. Jlmkers 87 (famou!' Slu~'o dil"(' bomber). __ ..... ___ _ 
168. Jlmkera 5t (~tf"ldard three-engine troop t rsnsporJ find cargo 

plane) _______ ••• __ •• _____ • _ ••• •••• _. ___ • _~ ~ 

169. Ilcn8chel 129 (Hew ground-attack, low-level, and di\"(~ bo m her, 
used primarily agaillsr tanks) .++ • •• _ ••• _____ •• __ _ •• ____ •• _ 

170. Heinkel 111 (t ll"in-l'nl(in(' medium bomber) ...... _______ • ____ _ 
171 . Dornier f l i' (twin-enginE" heavy bomlx-rl.. _ • __________ _ 
172. PocA-e- Wt,/! fN)() Klfrirr (four-cnlline hea.·y homber. u.'lCd for 

long-range bo mbing and altack~ on Allied eonvoys) .. ______ _ 

RESTRICTED VIII 

247 
248 
254 
2M 
270 
27 1 
2-0 .-
274 

275 
27i 
27S 

279 

281 
283 
285 

28' 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

OCR by LA6NCA



LIST OF lLLlJSTR:\TJO:\S 

}'igure Pago 

173. llei7lh:1 177 (new t.win-engine heavy bomber, IIscd for long_range 

• altack~) ______________ ~ __ _ __ ____________ ___ _ ___ . __ 288 

174 . HenschellW (s tandard Army coopcra~ion p lane, u~cd for tactical 
recOllnai$ancc and artillery spot~ing) __________ _____ • ____ • _ 291 

175. l'ockc-lVldJ 189 (twin-cngillc short_range reconnaissance plano 
for Army cooperation)_ __________ ___ __ _____ _ _ _ ______ 292 

176. i"ieseler Sto rch 156 (.\I ingJc-enginc ",hart-range o l).~('rl'ation plane 
for ,\rmy cooperation)_ _ "' _____ _ • _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ 293 

177. D.F.S. !tSO (standard glider, d esigned to carry to. men wi th full 

• battlccquipmCllt) ___ _ ___ _ _ _ _______________ 295 

178. Gotha £~£ (standard freight-carrying g1id(' ~, with 11. useful load of 
5,500 pouods)_ __________ _ ______ ._. ______ ___ _ __ _ 207 

J79. Gotha £44 (troop- cllrr~, ing glider, ~i11lilar to the Gotha 242)___ __ _ 298 

• ISO. H;-l1uo aircrllfL cannon (M .G. 151 )_________ __ __________ __ ___ 303 
181 . 20-mm aircraftcanoon (M.G. 15J) ___ ___ __ ____ _____________ 303 
182. L igh~ machine-gun team, using the 7.02-mm machine gun (M.G. 

34) with drum magll):ine, in Lypical aTtack tactics)_ __ __ __ __ _ 326 
183. 37-mm antitank gun ,,"it,h crew in l}Osition during stroot fighting 

in the Hussian Ukraine sector _~__ _ __ __ __ _ ____ __ __ __ __ _ 327 

\84. Underground emplacement.. __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ 335 

185. Empl!\cclllen~ with a tllnk t urret.. __ __ __ __ __ ___ __ __ ____ __ _ _ _ 336 

• 186. 
187. 
188. 

n ectangular shelter ___ _____ _ ___ __ _____ ___ ____ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ 337 
Dragon's teeth antitank obstacles__ _ _._ ___ ____________ 339 
Promenade emplacement debiglled for enfilading fire__ 341 

189. Emplacement in the sand dun es in the Wassenallr district of 
the KetJlerlands_ _ _________ ._ ____ _____ ___ __ 342 

100. Cliff pillbox. _ _ __ .________ _ 343 

191. Gun emplaccment on a bellch protected by barbed wire__ ___ _ 3-\.1 
192. Antitank obstacles of the chc,·aux-dc-frise trestle type__ ____ __ 345 

COLOR PLATES 
Plate 

I A rm~' continental uniforms: omcers and enlisted men __ _ 
II Arm~' cont.inental uniforms: mobile troop~ _________ _ 

III Army tropical uniforms : officers and clJ listed men ___ _ 
I V Army continen1.al uniforms: mOllntain truops 
V 

V I 
,\i r Force uniforms: officers and enlisted men_ 
Air Vorce unifuI'ms : mi~ccllanoous ____ _________ __ _ follows 50 

VII 
"d 

VI II 

) Army in~igtlill of rank _ _ ___ __________ ____ _ 

I X Colorfl of /\ rmy arms __ , __ _____________ _ -- -. • RESTRICTED 

OCR by LA6NCA



• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

OCR by LA6NCA



• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

FOREWORD 

1. Purpose.-The purpose of this handbook, which is It revi­
sion of T){ 30-450 (17 December 1941) , is to give both oOicers 
and enli sted men of the U. S. Army n betler understanding of 
th eir principnl enemy in Em'ope. In order to fight the Germans 
sllccessfully, it is vital for the U. S. soldier to know il l, least in 
bl'oad outline the mnnner ill which the units of the German Armed 
Forces are tl'llincd, equipped , and Ol'ganizcd , as well as somc1hing 
about the elwin of command nnd Ihc method of close cooperation 
between the vari ous bnlll chcs. 

2. Scope.-a. Limil all()/Ifl .- ;.io attempt iHis been made to give 
complete details Oll nlly of the subjects di "cussed in the hnlld ­
hook. Further informa tion on I'he individual anns or bnlllches 
of the Genllll il Army is n,vai1:,ble ill the llumerous special pub. 
li cations which hnve been publi shed 01' are i l l the COUl'se of 
prepal'lltioll by the Milital'Y Intelligence Divi sion, Moreover, this 
lUllldbook does not concern itself with individual units. locati on~ . 

campaigns. and COl1lm~ll1rl crs ; these arc dcnlt "' ith in the Ol'd(>l' of 
Bl\ftle of the Gel'mnn .\l'my, 

O. f1wlusion of A ii' F OI'c('.-The GCl'lllnn Air Force is gi\'en con· 
siderable ntt ention, (01' although thi s hnnclbook is int ended pri. 
lll!1 l' ily for the use of U. S. ground forces. no hallClbook on the 
GCl'lllHl1 Army alon e would give nl1 adequate pi cture of the enemy 
that the U. S. soldi er will encounter. The basie principle of the 
German military system is unity of COI1l11lnlld and (,lost' coop· 
emtion of all arms. It is impcr:ltive, therefore, that the Air 
Force be considered with the Anll,Y as :l1l inlcgml part of a "ingle 
and ciosr l,y.kni t miIit'al'y organizalion. 

3. Language difficul ties.- Where there is an English equiva­
lent for 11 German terlll 01' where the t rnllsJati011 of German 
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II"Ot'ds ~i\'(~s to the,r£'adel' a clea l' picture of the-i r meaning, both the 
Engli sh and the GCl'mlln te l'ms are often given, H OI\"ever , in the 
ct:se of GCl'mllll mnks that ha ve no exact cqui valent in the U, S. • 
Army, 110 trUllsl:ltioll is gil"E:n, since it 'would actually be mOI"e 
mislead ing than helpful. 

4. Revisions.-All ('rrol'S 01' suggested changes lind additions 
to this handbook shou ld be I'cpo rled to the Dissemination Unit, 
Mili tu l'Y Intelligenc(· Dil"ision: Wat' Depu.l"tment, Washington 25: 
D. C. 
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StX.'TI ON I 

ORGANIZATJOl< .\ ND STllENG'I'H OF Ul<lTS 

£':11":1/: 1'n[,h 
Gf'nel'nl 1)]"i'lo.:1]l)f'~ "r "",.:111117.1111011 ____________ __ _ _ 
."I'JlIS. __ __ _______________________ ___ _ " __ __ __ _ _ 

Ol'gullillatiOIl "r higher uui!" _______ ________ _ . , 

GJIQ troops (II ('(.,.('II /'"/I /I/}/'II) ___ _ _ ___ __ _ 

6 
7 
8 

I nfnntl'Y dll'ision (Jllflllllcl"ic-Diri .. ioll)__________ _____ __ __ ___ ~l 

~_ I QI()1"lzed I nfall! I'y (]iI'I;!lon (/lIflmtcric-Did>Jil)ll (Mot.» 
1'11IlZt.'1" di,"igion (J·!l II:('I·· I)i ci~ioll) ________ __ ____ _ ____ _ • __ 
.\lnullta;" dl,'ls l<l11 (Gc /lil"08 ·D ivj"ioll) __ __ ______ . __ • __ _ 

10 
It 
12 
la 

5. General prin ciples of organization.-ft. FI('~ibilil.IJ.­

Tn 1102 yCllrs :;illt:(' 1:');1:1 hns the orgllnization of Ihe (j Cl'll lllll ill ­
fUllt l'Y division 1"t'lilniIlNi(hc SlIllle. At nny gi,"clI dntc, wide eli 1'­
fCI"enees have pxi"ted UI' I Wl't'll su pposcdly s itlli itu" t.Y llCS o f (11" ­

gUllizatioll" and it is dell!" Ihat the oq!;ln iziltion of units ill tIll' 
German .h lll)' is Ile\'c!" :,Inlic. The Germans believe that tin­
rapid p!"og rl'S:> of scielllific n.'$Clln:h and development of weapolls 
lI)lIkes it imperative tl\;1i oq . .{iluizatiomti practice rellluin fl exible 
if it is to be in :\ position to take Pl'Ollll't advfllltage of lct..:h lli cal 
illl1o\"a1 ions ns "'ell :1 S of Icssons learned in e011lb:tl. 

b, IWlIlirit pritlciple,- (I) Gencral.-The compos itioll of (I\'1"­
man un its is ba sed 011 th e I!.~illlwit princi ple of ol'gnnizut ion, The 
£ ·inlLeit. 01" unit, pr incip le of organization lUay be delined as fol · 
lows : standard. types of small units with stlUldal'd ol'g:111ization. 
t raining, [lnd efJuipment are adopted as the basis on which all 
lilrger organizations III'e built. Thus, for eXllm ple, the ba:;:ic ill­
fantry combat unit is the standard platoon, cOllsisting of fouL' 
light IlHlchine·gllll lI'III1IS (<'aeh supported uy 11 rifle teum) :md a 
light morbI!' team. Th is bnsic combat unit is the f01ll1d1l1 i011 o f all 
Ol'glllliz:ltiollS the lacliClll employment of which is bUfied on fire 
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and tnalH'UV(,I', It, i!< found in the I'egllbr inf:miry in all types of 
divisions, ill th(l 1110\(11'(',\"(-](' ("otllpuny, and in the engineer com-
pany. Similarly. tIl! ~i~llillllllit !';. whethe]' belonging to the signal • 
troops or attached intl-grnlly 10 larger infantry or a1'lll1c l'.\' unit !>, 
nrc composed of 11 combination of one 01' more b:IS ic ['adio and tele-
phone groups, the l '(jl ripIIH'lt\. ol'gullizalion. alld trnilling of which 
arc identical. The same ]lI'im:iple is applied in the org~1l1izat.ion 
of nl! field and eOll1bat tl'flins. The 7"'088. 0)' tmin. of each com-
pHny, troop. or battE'I'Y of the Anny is identically (wga ni:t.cd. with 
on ly sllch millOl' difl'l'rl'll('{'s a,-: HI'O necessita ted by the lll{':lnS of 
transportation invoh'ed, Ench 7'1'088 is composed of thr'(!e /Jih/-
lICit gl'ollps-the G("eclit8-TI'O~s, or com hat tr'~dn. the Verpf! f ­
gllllys-l'r088. or ration train. find the Ocpiicl..·-J'1'088. or baggage 
train , Similarly nil batt:di(,n, rcginlenltd, 01' di\'i>:ion ammuni-
tion lind sen'ice Irn ins nt'e bllsed on the sbmdar'd light column (a 
eotnplete opcrutin~ ttni i of trl, 30, 01' 60 tons' clIpHci ty), wher'efls 
nll su ppli es a]'e initi:dl," 1l!lldt' ttp fat' i"'~He II1H1 tl'unsporl:lIion in 
llIul tipl es of 30-ton lots, This Einlwit p]'in ('iple has importullt !ld-
vantages. TI1l'oHgh jts npplirut.ioll. suppl.,' find ]'cpiolc(>nll'nt of 
equipment are greatly simplili('d, while training lmel tactic:d em­
ployment of b:rsie Hllit" of fill bnl]wlws of the ~J"\'ice ('an he stand­
ardized und effic·i(>ntl.\" dirl'<"ied by Illp General StHff, Tn addition, 
tho prineiple of f1f'xibilit,Y is lHaintuilw(\. since IIn'ger oq,wniz:i -
tiolls Clln be f anned frum ('nlllhilla tiollS of these slnndard bmiic 
units, 

(2) Tactical f<ell-suf/i{'irl1c!} 01 com.bat 1mit,~,-E:lCh cOlllbllt 
unit in the Genwlll Ar'm,\". from th e basic infant l',\' plntoon to the 
com plete di"isioll. is so ot'gar,ized, :11'111ed. and ('quipped as 10 be 
able to accomplish its rnis~ion independently. Thus each comb~\ t 
unit is pro"ided oq.!nnieully I\'ilh nil the SU ppOl-t In"apons which 
it is expected to I'equlre to accompli~h its not'mal mission wi t hout 
reference to other units. ConH' ]'sel)'. no weapons :1r'e pro\'ided as 
o]'gallic fl]'mlllnent which :1I'f' not ]'eqlli]'('d f()]'lhat mission. Thus 
the basic infant]'," platoon, whic-h is the smillle~1 [Hetical Hnit in 
the Germnn Army, has light tUllehine guns and a light mortal' as 
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its org:1l1ic. support ,,·capoIlE. III flccO!'dan cc with the Eill!u'i t 
principle. the bllSic unit of all other hnlll Ches is s imilnl'ly ;lmwr! 
:111(] organized with II view to its sclf-sufiicic lll employment., Till} 
Slltne principle is applied in 1110 ol'gunizlltion and annament of 
the inrantl'Y b:ltbl lion. regiment, and divi sion, and of all othei' 
tmi t s. 

(3) A(/minisfJ'ul i vc 8e {l-·~'l/f/iciency of combat 1Nlit8.- WiLh re­
spect to personnel and tt';H\spol'tation. each tactical unit respoll ­
sible for admini stl'iltioll is SO organized :18 to be indcpendcllt of 
the next highel' uuit. The adlllini sll'Ht ive units o f the GCI'lU;1lI 
ArlllY are t.he army, the diYision , and the battal ion. All olhe\' 
tact i Cill unit s are ;lttnched [0 one of these three for fl.dministra ti oll 
and supply. Each of tht's(' ndmilli strntive unit;; must draw it'S 
suppli es from the ncxt higlH'I' 1Idmilli st.r:lti\'e unit, fl.lld each is 
ol'l!Hni cnlly cquipped with su ftil:i ent, transportation for thi s ta sk. 
Thi ,,,: prin ci pl e of ol'j!nnizn tion. togeth et' with the fOJ'matiull of 
the cli"ision train s into as nnwy light columns us Lhel'c (lI'e lHlt.t;d­
ion s in tIl(' divi s ion. is hu'ge ly responsihle for the extremc fl exihil­
ity of Gel'mill! tadi <::d I1llits. \Vith the ndministrative indcpen­
c1en('c of lhe batt ali on, a widely \,llrying I1HmbCl' of battalion>! ('all 
be gl'OlIpl'(l uIld el' :1 si ngl e r cgi menbd hf':Hlqundcl's. with thpir 
proportiunate Sh :ll'(, o f light co ll1 llll1s ntt:lche/l to the di"i " joll 
tr:lins. \\' itholll. pln cillg an)' ndditionnl stntin on ndministmti un Ill' 

supply. Th is principle is parti cularly nppli c:lble in the C:lS(' of 
I'ei nfor('i ll~ artillcry, It :ll so permit s the Oel'111all st:llld:lni divi ­
sion to be allet'cd C)ui ckly 10 sllit thc ta ctical 111'(>(ls o f [he mUHlI'IIt. 

(+) .l/II/'rll-tJombof ,1J'oup.-Each divis ioll OJ' similar unit of the 
61'1'111:111 Army is 01'l!'1lllizcd so that, it call be brokell lip into t\\'o 01' 
morc St'jf,s lIfliciellt l CHIllS, 01' mUI'ch-combat f! I'OUps. The nHlrdl­
comblll grOllp o f the infHtltry cli"isioll is the infant ry rCl!imcllt 
I'cinfol'cNl by a uattl1liOll o( light. field howitzel's, "'itb possiblY:l1l 
a11titank COll1p:nl,}' 11nc! :lIl engincel' COlllj)nlly nUn ched, The ea~o 
with "'hieh these mnn'h-comlmt grollpS can be shifted to rOnl1 
larger ('Ollllll:lllli groups is clne to the ndministrativ{· o rganization 
of t he barLllion ll11d the light colmlln, 
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6. Arms.- En·L'Y unit in th e Gel'/Hnn Arm .... is clussi fi(>lllllldcl' 
Olle or another of thc fo llowing al'lliS (iV(lI!(>ll,qattlll!gen) : 

a, Infantry, j, Army antiairCl'llfl units, 
b. CandrJ'. k , l\f(·dical li lli IS. 
c. Pallzer' troopS. 1, V('Lcrina!'), units, 
d. Artillcr..... 111, :\l ilital'Y !,oli('(" IInit s, 
e, Chemical wadal '!" tmop,.. tl. 'Locul def{' n$.(' Hllit .... 
f. Eng'illeel~. 0 , COllstl'llctiOil llllit~, 
fl. Ha ilwa), eng-in("'r't;, li, Admi nistl'nti, '(' unit !'. 
I/. Signa l tl'OOp~, q, Pr'opngHlldn troop .. , 
i. Transport tl'OU)>f, '1'. MutOi' "ehicle )1:11'1,; tr'oop!>. 
7. Organization of higher units.--a. Dh'ixioIlJi,-'rhc "ilri-

OliS ul'lns II!'e ~1'OUp<'d togNh(>1' 10 fo rm di\'isions, T he dil'ision 
is the basic large unit of thE' GN'IIHlll '\l'In~·.lInd is thE' la r~e:<t unit 
)ul\'i ug fI IH'C:;('I'ilx>d Ot'~al1iziltiol\, The following 1 .... 1'('''' of di· 
vi sions exist (n ltIHlll,;!h only the fl l'st n \'(~ figure impurtantly in 
cOlnbnt) : 

(1 ) Infa ntry dil'ision, 
(2 ) Motorized di\·is;iull. 
(3 ) P alll',cl' (:lI'Inot'('d) dil'is;ion. 
(4) Mountilin d i \' i",jon, 
(5) Light d i\· is ioll (:m illt('t'Jl1('(liat(' Iypd. 
(6) Canlh'y dj\'i~ i otl (on ly Ott£' of wh ich no\\' ('xi;;ts) (see 

pu t',4,Q). 
(7) Secu rity eli "i",ion (for rnoppi ng-u p dtl l ies in I he t'e:\!' aren s) . 
(8) Frontier gWlI'd di\·i .. ioll , 
(9) Special dllt~, di\·i .. ion ( for contl'olling misce ll anl'OliS units 

in lil'l'Inall,l' 01' oc('u pi ('d telTilor~')' 
(10) Hes;el'l'c divisio n (rOl' trainillg 11m) occupation pu rpo!"es). 
(11) MobilizatiOIl division (fOi' l'('cc il'ing l'ecruits fOr assign-

ment. to field 01' I t'ainill~ nnits). 
b, Oorps.-T wo 01' more c1ivi!"ions may IX' g rouped for tacticul 

purposes to foml n eol'(>S, E:ll'h corps !iudf has a s i~nill battalion 
Hlld va l'jolls scn'ice unit s )}(,I'IlHl1l('ntly assigned to it. bul the aI-

RESTRICTED G 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

OCR by LA6NCA



• 
• 

• 

• 

ORG.-\XIZ.HIOX AXO S'TRE:\GTH OF UXITS 7--8 

lotment of.di,-isioo,. is fl~·xibl (' . vlIryillg !l ccol'ding 10 the si tuation. 
T ill' follfl\ring typC':; of corps {'xiSt : 

( 1) Inlullll'Y corps (:f01" COlli rolling 11 g roup of c1idsions in 
which inFullte)" didsions predominute). 

(2) PU lizet' corps (fOl' cont rolling a group of di,-isiotls ill ,,-hich 
PUlizel' di"i siullS us un lly plwlomitlatc). 

(3) MuUll luili cor ps (fOl' cOlltmlling :l group of di\'isiom· ill 
which mounhlin divisions p!'(.doll1ilmte). 

(4) Co!,!»' commllnd (fm- (,Dnll'olling till IlI'ell in occu pied ter­
ritOI',\' in which ccrt ain def(>usi,"e units al'c located! but which mny 
be brought lip to normal cDudnl! !:-t rl'nglh lind seni. illto act ion as 
nil iufnlllr," corps). 

(5) Hesen'e CO I'p~ (fur eOlltl'ullillg a group of re~I'\'e di\'i ­
sions), 

c. Al'mie~.-Two or morl' l'OJ'P~ ma.\' be grollp(·tI fOJ' t:le t ieai ami 
ndministl'lItil'c purposes to forlll 1111 army, Each arm," stu tT has 
n siglIn I J'cgimclll HIlt! cel'ln ill uciminio;lralil'C units ilcnnunentiy 
:H;~ iglled to it, but the allotml'llt of corps is iJpxiblc. n ll 'ying :lCCOI'd­
inl! 10 the s itnatioll, The following typE!S o r armies exist.: 

(1) Ol'din:ll')' urmies. 
(2) Panzer armies (for contl'Olling a group o f corpS in which 

thc PallZ{'r ('lelUent l1sl1a lly prec\nlllillllte.-.). 
d, Ilrmy groupr.,- For stl'alcgic purposes. two 01' mOre :mnil'S 

may be placed under all army group COllllltultci, which tll"unlly 
l"ontt'Ols :1\1 ent il1~ thealcl' of npCI':Jt ions 01" lin impoI'tllllt. P::U'! 
of Stich a theater . Each lu'm,l' gl'OliP has a s ign:11 rcginlt'nt alld 
:1 larg(' [< tafT t o deal with , hc nIHlI)' operationul und admin io;tl'ativc 
IlI:d1('I'S ill it s territory, including I Ill' rNII' HI'ca. 

8. GHQ troops ( H eerestruppell).-ff, GClleI'(J1.-As has been 
sh(l\\"II. the headqllurtel'S of arilly groups. al'mie!'<. and COI'pS ha\'e 
no COlllbal unit s in theil' PCI'IIlIlIH,'n t ol'g:lnizution. Onl." s ignal 
units IIml cedain sen'icc lInit s nrc JlCl'mrtllcntly Ilssi!!llcd to SHeil 
COmllllltlds. FO!' plIl'ticuial' opCl'ations, in uddition t o the tempo­
I 'ill'y allotment of lIl"lllil'S to nnny groups, corps to armics, and 
cli\"i l" i(1l1'< 10 eorps. lil(>S(' hight'I' units l'eCt'ive r('inforcement $ from 
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lho GHQ. pool. 'l~bis pool cOlli'ists of all ol,tillel'Y. Panzer troops, 
engi neer units. signal units, chemicu l wlldHI'C buttn liolls, li nd mi s­
cellaneous units which arc not. assigned to dh-isions 01' arc not 
otherwise PCl'Illullcntiy allotted. In addition, tUlits of the Ge r­
mUll Air Force. including antinil'cl'aft unit>; and army coopcnltion 
units as well as rcgubll' bombc)' lllld I1ghicl' fOl'mntions, are al ­
lotted to th e higher commands of the Ann)' according to need. 

b. Typical (lllofmclIt to all ul'my.-The following is it lypicill 
nllotment of OIlQ tl'OOI>S to all IUIIIY as obsened hom Il German 
document publi shed during the French campl1ign of l!)J.O: 

(1) A 1·tillel'Y. 
Olle HI,tillery I'c:,!illwntnl hcaclfllI1l1-t.el's. 
Two hell v)' llltillcl'y bill taliulIS (240-11l111 !!uns), 
Oue heavy artillery hllllalion ( I:JO-mm gUllS) , 
One obSCI','a t ion ba lIoon compa ny, 
One mi!tcol"Ological plutuun, 

(2) El1qinerrx, 
One ell,!!illl'er I"cgimcnt:d lu>aciquHrtC'I"f':, 
Two ell~i nCCI' baLta I iOIlf':, 
One COll1l1HlIHler of COII,.tl"lIdioll Ulnts and sbllf. 
FOUl" bricl,!!i·-buildinJ! bnttnlioll s, 
FOlll' bridgc column s (trAins), 

(3) Ot/w' CIIQ tpooPS, 
One slII"\"('y (11Hi ppil1g') compally, 
One meteorological platoon, 

(4) Army /J ('fI(l'/!larte1's iI'Qops, 
One inflllltry C0111pun.v, 
One infunt ry anlitllnk platoon, 
One 1I1"1lIol"e<1 car compan)", 

c, Typical allotm.er.t fo cO)'px,-Thc followin~ is ft typicftl al­
lotllH'nt of GI IQ tl"()Ops to a ccwps as obsc l'ved f rom the Gctman 
document mentioned in 0, nbo,'e: 

( 1 ) A 1,tilleI'Y, 
Two lu ,tillcry COlllllllllldel"" Ilncl ;;tnfTs, 
Two ilrtillery I'egimelltol hcadqutll"ters. 
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(I) . LI'fif/ery-CHlll llHlNI. 
'[\\0 IIH~diulll a l,tillel'Y battalions (1O.'-1J1I1l gllll:-). 
FOIlI' IIlcdium :I I,tillery battalions (l50-mltl gun- II(J\\' iiZI'I'>' ) . 

Two helll'Y artillery baUalions (210.111111 ho\\'itzl.'l':-). 
Two heal'Y a rtillery unlt(·ri(·s (210-nlrll hCI\\-i tzl' I'S). 
0111.' heavy fl.rtilh· j'Y hattalion (240-mlll ho\\,itZl· I'S) . 
One hClivy artillc l'Y b uttaJioli (:100-1l11l1 howit;wl's). 
FOIlI' hl!lIvy ul'lil1t'ry 1111Itet'i(·s (~()O-tll1ll IHI\\"itzl'I'S). 
'1'\\'0 ill,tillery Oh~I'l'\' Htion iJaUaliQlIs . 

(2) I:"l f,lmel'll. 
Tlm.'C uridg<, colullllI". 

(3) Otlllr (:1/(/ trooP/!, 
Ollt' infantry b:lttaliOIl fot, sl)('(-ial cmploytn<'lIt. 
Olll' ]wavy antitank bntl:l1iull. 
Ollt' antitank battalion. 
Ol1l' dll 'mi('u i \\':1 1" fa 1'(' l'egi1H('lItHi lW:1dqlllll'l,l' l's. 
011{' dll'lnieaJ wil dnfl' ImU il lioli. 

-'------
~·i .. ~'e I._l' rdi .. m ,, .If. I, •• k " a,'or .nd priDle mo n r, .... idd, ... ed 10 Irans.,.,rl Ir .... p.II 

... d 10 .... weapon • . 
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1'1 .. 100" 

'The ob$erntlon bo.ttalion 10 .,arl of the GUQ IXK'I, 

t'ill'u,~ 2.- 0Uilion 

2<1 Ammunition 
~:Cbelon 

DI Ih. inrRn,ry dh"s ion. 

• 

-> 

I'laloon 

• • 
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ORGAE\IZATIOK AKD STHEXG.TH OF U XrTS 9-10 

9. Infantry division (Infallterie-Divisi01I}.- Thc infa!llr.v 
division of the normnl type consists of a headqllllrh~l's . H recoil" 
nai ssntlce buttalion, three infan try I'cgirncnts, nil Hrtillcl'Y regi ­
ment, an engineer blltinlion. all antitunk batttdion , a s iglla] bat­
talion. and sc rdces. (See (i? 2.) Its npproxim alc slrcrlg"!h III 

personnel nnd tran sport is shown in fif!urc 3 : in Hr'mUlllcnt, III 

figure 4. (See sec. V, Inf<lntl'y. p. 51, for fUl'lltet' detail s.) 

Ilnlt! 

llil'ision hood(IU~'l'~ 
R lwnMiSSll n C<) battalion 
TilT .... Inlantry r~~h"Mt!l 
Artlllcrr rc~imenl . _______ ___ _ 
E n~i~ .... r b.1ts1ion ___ • ..•.• _ 
AnliUlok bal1alion .. ________ .•... 
SI~n81 battalion __ • __ •.•..•••.•. 
Ser'· ; ... s_._ •.•... •..•. _._. 

M achine UJSIOts (~uJu,!ln~ IbftSf' In 
• • m o,o<! ca",) 
Machl ,,~ ~ u ns. lI~ht- __ _ 
Macllinc , un" . h~8,",· . 
'.92-ro", antita nk riiles ________ _ 
2O-mm antitank ~U"I ..•...•.•... 
3'·mm a01lt.Rn k gu~_ 
5O-0l1n aD1IIRnk IlUR!! . • 
W·mm mort"'" •..... 
81·m.n mortsrs ________ _ 
75·",m infantry how!u",'''' . 
150-mm in fsnl r y ho,.·;tlt'r:! 
10r.-",,,, gun·howit.rn< 
150-",,,, guo · how;t .. ", 
lOb-ill'" gu,," 

o ~n't F.~I I Mtrel I O~\~~r 1~.1~r I rr ~,,"" 
vehicle" vc IC"" 

-- ---- ---- --- ---

I 
I~Z 17 31 ~I 
SiS 3.5 30 3 21a 

_ ::: 9. ~07 13.5 21' &12 I.m 
...•. 2,7(W, 38 3S ?!f. 2,211 

800 43 8; 19 52 

Rcn nn 

" , 
, 
i , , 

.~9!i &I 113 
~;~ n 100 7 m 

2.3lfl 9S 32.j 30 21~ 

Hnf I 
R""t~ 

~11 ".; 
,~ 

" 
" 
" " " , 

Art)" I~jn ~:n~r Un "1"0.,.,\ I. 
"~, 

" 

" " 

" " 
" 
" 

4 _______________ • __ 

4'1~ 
'111 

'" "' " :r.i 

" "' "' " , 
" • , 

'Includes tWo in Dh- 11(1 and four In Dh' Sl~ Bn. 

rigu,,, I.- A,ma ... "nt of the Inrant.,. division. 

10. Motorized infantry division (/llfanierie·DivisiQII 
(Mol.)).- The 1l1OtOl'ized infantry di\'isioll di ffcrs fl"Olli thc i ll­

bntry division of the normal type. in that its units arc ntojorizcd 
throughout and thnt it contain!:! only two infantJ·y regiments in­
stend of three. The arli llery regiment accordingly co ntaills oltl.\ 
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10 HAX'DBOOK OX G.ER:\IA:X ;\llLITABY ~ OHct;S 

two instead of tlll'('(;' b.'lttnlions of 105-mm frllll:-. :"Im\ t In) b:lttC'I'i ~'s 
of l50-mlll howitzers. Efl Ch motorized iniflntl'," di,-isi(111 nl l'O in­
t ll\des n motOl"c),cle baUalion. and there has been a tcnden cy 10 

add n Pamer component cOIl l' isting of fit least one bflttnlioll. The 
approxima te strength of this divi!':ion in personnel find tl'Hn~p()rt 
i;; shown in figure :'): in nrmament, in figure 6. (See sec. Y\ In­
t'untI'Y, p. 51, for further detail s.) 

UnUs lOamI 
F-M 

DIvision hl'8d 'luMte",,_ 
PHo,e, ball~1i<>M •... 

1 .~2 39 31 ..••.••. ' ••.•••.•. •••..•.. _ ...•. _ .• ___ _ 

~~~,ltO:."}·~~~~f~",,-Cc hat: " 
tH lIon ._. __ • ___________ •..• __ 

Two molorl.w Infantr)' 1"<'81. 
men'S... . 

': 1 ::; :: I ;; :::;: ::::::1:: 
(., 190 Mit] 1.1&1 ••• ••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••.••••••• 

;I ' otor; , ... 1 art illery re~lmrnt 
:\lotor!>l'd r,,~ jn~r hauallo,,_ 
.~"lIta"t baTtalion 
.\I otoriU<:l signal ballallon __ 
Strdo:f',\ •••• _. 

TOT .. IL .......••...•.. 

-----

I. S~ 12.~ 335 
M2 r.s 13.1 
$'II !I-\ III 
~:~ J2 10:\ 

I. srn 1O~ :\:1 

14.319 ~1~--"~I--.~I--'~I--3: I 

11',,,,,,1 Mlrel I's",er 2-' l t~ 
c 11m Inl 

Bn En lin l1eglS 

1.11, 
,\TI)" 
H~ft 

Mt. 
Engr 
nn 

-'lsch!nc ~ "ns.li!!h~ ..••.• 1 00 68 51 2:.!6,,, I _____ ~~ ____ ::_' ___ ~~ _____ ~ _ .\18chmcguns, beD V)·_. _______ •• ____ ._ 14 2 ~ ______________________ . __ _ 
.\ntUsnk rl!l~s .• _ .• _ .•.....•. 1........ Q a S4 .• •• - .• - - •• -•.••. 
2O-mm(nnk~uns .•••. ______ 7 10 .. _ .• __ •.•• _ .... _ •..•. 12 ••..•. 
51~mm tsnk ~"ns_ •.•• _._ ..• _. 37 • ___ ._ •• ' __ .••.•• '_ •• _._._ ••• __ .•. _ •.••••• ....•• ...• 
,S-mm tRn k ~u,,' ,________ 10 __ •••• _. __ •• _ ••• _._ •• _ •••••••• ___ •••• _ ._ •••••••• _ 

~g:::: :~m~~~ r.:~: '1·- :::'::1" ··'·3' .. · .. ·3 24 .::::::: :::::: '- ' :i~ 
.'>0-",,,, mortars ..... __ ._.... Ii 3 M .• _ ..•. _ ..•.. __ .. 
Sl .mm morI8M1 __ ..... _ ••• •• 6 __ . __ .__ 3G ...... _. _ •. _ .. '_ ' 

l~~:~ ~:{~~:;:' I::;:tters ...... -:::: :::::::: :::::::: ::::::~: .... J' ~::::~ :::::~ ::::~: 

T O· 
T.\!. 

7,';-ln'" Inl.ntr), howll.",l1 .. - .. --.-- 2 2 12

1

'" .... __ .... __ .. 

l05-m", g"".ho,,·UzeMl _. __ •.• -I- ... _ . ..... _ ________ _ ________________ _ 
'----'----'----'---

.·i~uTe G.- Armament or the motor ized Infanlry dirioio n. 
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ORGANIZATION A~'TI S T REXG1'H OF U!\ITS 11- 13 

11. Panzer division (Pallzer-Divisioll).- T he sC I'em] t.ypes 
of Panzer di l'is ion s that exist are alike in a ll respects except for 
the Ol'g,l ni zat ion of the tank component. I n lhe 1l101'C recen t ly 
organized P flll z('r di"is ion s the l'cco n nlli ss ~Hl CC buttnlion has been 
d iscarded and its funct ions htll'c been tnken over by the mot.orcycle 
hnttnlion, which has been removed from the motor ized infantry 
brigade. An :u'mol'ec! ca l' compnny ha s been added 10 the motor­
cycle battnlion, fmel ("criain olhel' ndjust mcnts hlwe been Illude to 
t he ol'gMlization of the motorcycle biltmlioll to mnkc it suitab le 
for didsional ]'ecoll ll ui ';sa ll cc missions. (Sec fig. 7. ) The ap ­
proximate st rengt h of the Pa nzer dil' ision in personnel and t nt liS­

por t is shown in fig u!'c 8 ; in arllHl!lJellt , ill figm'(' IJ, ( Sec ~cc. lX , 
P arrzel' 'J'mo ps. p. 103. fo r' fu r the r' d etails.) 

12. Moun tain division {Gebirys-Division ) .- T hf> ll1()Hntai n 
divi sion cons ists of II iH'lI ciquaJ'tc l's, II bicycle bHttn[ion , t\\'o mOli n­
ta in in fant r'y regiments: n mountain art illc ry l'cl!irn cnt. a monn ­
ta in engin eer bilttli lioll. an :lntitHnk bnttu[iutl. 11 m(llrntain Sigilli [ 
batt a lion . and sen' ices, Its appl'Oxima te st rength in persollnel 
and t l' ~rnsport is s!ro \\'n ill figure 10; ill Hrillarrrcrrl , ill figurc J I. 
(See sec. V. Infant!','" p. 51. for furtl llJl' deIHil >; . ) 

13, Lig ht division ( Jii(Jer-Division).-T hc eorrrpos it ion of 
the 80 -c:\ [I('(1 " lil!ht rli"is ions" of the O(,l'lllan Al'llIy nliT OOllIC' 

what aeeo rdinl! to thc spceial mi ssion>; IOJ' which they werc ffll'rrrcd. 
T hey may be regarded liS largely experim ental inter'mediate ullits, 
In parti cular. thc 1'\'0 whieh lI'el'e u,.ed in Korth Afr'iea , k:lO\\'1I 
ns "L i:;ht A fricn Divis ions" (leicMe A/l"ika-DivisiollclJ ). ",(' r'c 
uniquc in t hcir compos iti on. Of th e rernuinci ('I'. the Illajol'ity 
contuin t\\'o in fantry regiments. 1111 ;Idill ery l'cgiment (sometimes 
motorizcd ) , a r'eco1l11l1 i!';s:lIlCe OJ' bicycle ba ttltlion. and th e USIl!! 1 

engineer'. antitank, and signa l bat tali ons, Their' !-'t l'c llgth in pel'­
sonnel , t nrllSpOl' t . und ,llmament is usually sOlll c \\'hat similar to 
th at of thc motorized infllllt l''y di"is ioll (sec IJur ', lU ) , 
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L I'A ~ZEI( DI\"liHON I 
I I I I I I I I I 

1)1\ 1~I(I" ~r(l!<pr~.,..:le. Tnuk Sl~"',l )[ol('rlZ<"(! ,\nllr"ok "rtlll~r)' EII;;h'~r 
II"n,l,tunrlers S"Ualion 11('111111('11' II", ,,,11011 [lI f""rf) JlIIUnlion Ilellllll\!tll 1I ,lItQlloo ~rl"l 

Hrlllll "'" 

l 
I Ilcud'llIurterg I- I I I I I k"("I \llI rt('r~ 1-I u elld.lll ll rtcrsl ,,",' II r",,' II 'J'ullk I 

Battalion !lurWII'''' BaUallon 

I ;\IOH>reyde r- Ol,oa"rvntloll 1-ItInO! ('OOUPII",. 1J,,11,,1101I 

I I I 

I )lolorCTe1e 
June Co"''''', r- IlIeolO),llInrle ... 1 '''''' II COlnPllny .. ,," II Comp",,)" 

.\1et!ll1m I 
('OUlPIIII)' 

L ll/:hI 
I)./lttnlloll f--

I )I010fi:)"ele r- l.I"hl f--mile {'ollHmny BHttnllon 

I II"IIIT W"nf'olls I- )ll~lI,,1U f--CQII'P""" 11111 ["lion 

1 .\r"'\!I·~~1 (':I' f--C"''''IJ!l '' ''' 

• • • 

OCR by LA6NCA



• 
• 

• 

• 

ORG.-\XIZATlOX AXD STREXGTH OF Ul\ms 13 

o a,,,! Other I.~ [Iv ''-K "K I" K !litre) ~Itr "" Old- Armd. no. w. rt. w , " •. w. 
EM ve hicll'S ce ll HI 1\-

--------- --------- -------
]);,';';1<>" l\ ... "l'tu"rt~,.. _ 
f'amN rcglmcn1 
Motorcyc1.' hIIn1llion 
Motorl.e.1 Infant'v I.trigQ(le •.• 
P"n'er urlillcrr ,eginw"! 
l'a"t<' rcnglnC<'r b.UQlIon .•..• 
"'nlitan); bau>lao" ____ , ____ _ 
Pau"" slgnol ""'1"113''- •..•..• 
Sen'lces 

lSI W 31 
2.416 1m lS3 -------- --" ' 28"" !l( 

l. 1S3 236 1.'>(1 • (.409 314 713 

2.~ :M ~ .::: ::::::::.:::---·'T .. 
1>52 H 93 _______ , ....... . 
4'lO 27 Sl ••••••••••••• __ •••••.•••••. 

2.157 1'lO 416 .. ______ _________ . 

1'01'1\ 1. ..• _ •••• ······ ··.!U73I1.7s3I-uwI--"-1 • --~---'-"-I--~-

~'lR"ure 8.- 0:>",_11100 or I~" I'.,ae. di.iso..,.. 

Pan ... r Mtrd 1 ~Il:-rf'an ... r Panzer AT 
H~gl . U" In.r Art~· F.ng-r An 

Ilr,~ He-it lin 
------1-·- --,~ 

Weapons 

Machine pistol. .. I ,~ 
Machine gun • . lIght .•..•. __ . "3'6 1" "'S7 3$ 
Machine guns, 1"",,' :<" ._ ._ 2~ 12 4~ 

AnIUAnkrlf!~~ ....••.•••..•. .;" . ,0, " . 
al-mm AA/A'l' gun!........... '"'" ---- ------2- \2 
37·m", antitank guus _____ . _ ..• _ I . I 18 .•.••. • .•...••• 
S(l-n"l1 tank g'UlS . .••.••..• tOO , .••• ;~ •...•.•• ..•..••. '. 
S(l-mm ant itank guns _ '0 '<> 

.4$. 16 .••• Xi i 

8t"UlLl morta rs . • . 6 'J.I ••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
.5·",m infantr), h""'itoeN . :lO 2 16 .•..•. . • _. ______ __ ._. _ •• 

l~:::~:~~,r~~)~~~·i~~~t .. :~- ----: : : _._ .:::.::: ••. ::::. ~ I,···· ~.··I:--::·.: : :.::::.::. ' .. :::::: .•. 
lM'n""g"Jl~ . . ....... 1 ........ 1 
l1:O-wm gu"·how,, .. '," _ .. _______ . ____ . _ , 

f'i!(ure 9. - Atmamen l or Ito.: I'Knrer di.i~ion. 

' 00 
~, .. 
" 00 .. 
'" " w .. , 
U • • 

Units 

1 

° ,., 1 I 0,"" "·0, I n.~o, ~:~I ~Itrcl ~~:~J'~. whIck-! ",,,1('5 

'-----,--------- - --
Division hcadquartcrs __________ ___ _ 
Bicycle battalion _________ ____ ___ _ _ 
1' ,,·0 mountain infantry rcgiJ1lents_~_ 
Mountain artillery regitllenL __ ___ _ 
Mountain cnginC(! r bnttalion _______ _ 
A ntilank battal!O!L _________ _____ _ 
Mountain signal batlalion_~ _____ __ _ 
Services ___ ___ ___ _____ __________ _ _ 

15 

200 
5.51 

6. 506 
2. 500 
1, 049 

599 
476 

2, 250 

12 
57 

168 
12 
42 
6< 
28 
G4 

447 

2(; 
37 

270 
23 
96 

113 
102 
191 

348 
178 
64 

20 

950 
1,785 

256 

56 
439 
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2 :'olin Mt" I 111,,, 
\\"""1>0". Ok' 

'"' .<!.rty ~:n". 

"" 1Io'1:l l R", "" ---------
-' lfiChirH' g-uns. IighL_ ___ 24 
-'lachine gltll~, hea\' .,' __ _ 8 
Antitank rifle< _ .••••• _ __ ._ 

3Mi 
84 
72 

20-mm "A/ AT gUII~ . __ _ ___ _ 

37-1ll1lJ flrltit.ank !l:111\~ _ _ _ 3 
-iO-mlll antitank ~11IlS. __ . _._. 
50-1ll1ll1l10rtar;<. _______ 6 
SI-mlll nl(lrla rs _______ 3 
75-111111 -'lIn hOIl"Jt1.prl' __ + 2 
I0 5-mm gun-hOll"itz(·r8_ •. _ 1- --

36 
12 

SECTIO:'\" II 

I 

n)llC~:S 

MIll I .. SiR TOT.<!.L 
B" "" --- - -----

12 ____ _ _ 

453 
92 
72 
12 
27 
24 
GO 
39 
50 
12 

PnrJll:rnph 
01"/,;>ll';%lIli"1I or Ili~h {·"IlIltHI!HI III \\"111-__ __ ___ _________ ____ 14 

tll"gulllzntl"n (If suhOl"dllHl!P l"OI"lIu!lI~l", ____ _ 
11(>-=:lol1u l Ol'gtllllznlion ( lVcl" ·lT,.;.<r) ___ _ 

l::i 
10 

• 

14. Organiza.tion of Hig h Comm and i n war.l-o_ I'/li l!J.- • 
The oublanding chnr;!cteriSlic of Genllll il militllry opera1 ions in 
the !ll'e,:ent Will' hn s J.x.t>n ullilY of COIllIll;lI1d. The Arllly (llar) _ 
X;l\·.v (1(lieg.<'l/Iarill" ). lim) .\ il· Force ( L'll!t u:at!(' ) are IlOl I'e-
g'l l·d('d us i h 1"('(' "('pa l"! ! t t' >;(' I"I"iC('fi but as bnlllcll('s of a si ngle service. 
the Armed FOI"('es (Die 11.,111"11111(,"') . 

b. ,suprem(' OQIII1H(!/ul.-H itlcr is til(' Sllpt~m(' ('011111111tHle l· of 

the At·lllcd FOI"('c~ , lind bOI h Ih('oret icall}' 1111e! p ra ct it·;! Ily CXI.'!'l·ises 

this COllHlIalid ill person. Um\er him. the H i)!h COllllnand of t he 
.\ rIllNI FUi'ces (Ober~'olllm«lldo tin' lI'ehl'lIla('M). lU'lldf'fl h)' Field 
::\IllI'shll l ' Vilhelm K t)itel. is re . .::ponsible fo r the whole organiza­
tion. Coordinn l iOll. and emploYlllent of the Armed Forces ill pC;lce 
and Will'. E:lch of the thl·e(! bl"!lllches. ill IUI'1I. hil S its 0\\"11 hip-h 
commllnd (Arm}' H igh Commnnd, Nn,·y High Command, Air 

'~·o,· t he ranks In the r;rrntnu '\ ' ·m ..... l I··or ..... ~. l!eE! UlI;tI'·CJI t :l 'fa<'ing 1'. !l~) . 1-1 
~ p. ;:S). lind I;; (p. 36): S4!e alR(J PIUC~ ' "II nnd \"111, follo"·lnl; PII!(~ t>O. 
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ADMISI STBAl'tOS, COi\I.\IAXD, AK I) ST. ... IT 

Arm), Hi~h Com, ,,,,,,d 
II ilk'r 

Arm )' (I. "e",1 S t.al'l 
7", i t. l~r 

Supn'mc CO""n 8",j~r 
IIfll,', 

Ann,,.! F",,,,,s High Co""""nd 
• K c it{'l 

N .. ,·y High COI"nlBnd 
V"nitl 

Chid of " " ,-,,1 OI>l'"" I..,ns 
/lh ' i;.el 

..1. 1. ~'o""'" G' -Ill'ra l Staff 
K art,'n 

~'i~ur" 17._Coordination o.f lh" Armod ."0'<,,", 'h.uu~h ,h., Hi Kh Command. 

14 

c. Annett F OI'c€f< Opel'ol if)t!.~ Stolf.-This staff. whi ch is 11 part 
of the Supr'CIllC COlllmand, is the body most concemed \,ith ach ' is­
ing alld nss isting Hitlcl" in the plann ing and exec lltion of military 
operat ions. It is stution ed at H ill el" s Ficld Hcadqu:lrtl'rs und 
i,. equi vidcnt to n joint Gen era l Staff of the th ree brunches. ha\"illg 
e lTcct.ivc authority to 611'1')' out. it s decisions. Openl t ions in any 
given theater lire controlled by the loc[li b sk-fon::c commll ndel', 
who is subject io the din-dives fl'Oll'l Hitlcr's hcadqHa]'jel'~, 

d, Formation 01 t(b~~; 100'ces,-"'hcll nn,v gi ven ope ration is con­
templated , the fo llowing procedure is adopted: 

(1) H itlcJ', :\fte!' thol 'OlIgh considerat ion of.thc diploll1atic lind 
domestic political sitllation, assigns an objecti\'c to the Chief of the 
High Commllml. 

(2) T he Chief of 1I1(! H igh Command studies the problem with 
the aid of the Armed FOI'/.:es Openl!ion Stail' and issues it general 
eli recti \fC, 

(3) The Chief of the High COlluna ll d culls u meeting of the 
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14 H.o\SDBOOK OX GErR)B.N )Il LlH.RY FORCES 

Com mnnders- in -Ohi e f of the Army. Nll\·Y. :md Ai r F orce . at 
which the p roblem rl S a \Vholl' is di "~ l1sscd and n COlll ltl illld el' is 
llOlll illa l ed fo r Ihe opCntliOll in (]lIestion. 

(4) Afte l' renewed COllsultalion with t he Chief of the H igh 
Comlll and. H iOer nppoi nl>1 the ('omll1antle r for the opcmtioll. \\'ho 
mil.\' come f ,'om the AI'my. the N:wy. 0]' the A ir P orce. 

(5) 'Vhen lhe t'Olll lll ll11fic r is Ilppointed. he becomes a direct 
sllhordi nllte of t he Ch ief of t he High Command. 

(6) The C hi e f o f the H igh ('OIllIlHlIl(1 i,,>s1le;:; :lJl ('x pli t' it direc­
tiv e to the conllTIlll1clCr. 

(7) The lIe'" commander seled!'l h i", own st:l1f, which 1ll:IY be 
composed of membcrs of 1 he f1l1'cc ~n'i{'e!' , 

(8) The 51.1 ft' PI'C)M]'('S-

(a) A gene I' ll I phlll of ope ration, 
(0) A li st o f reql1iremcnt s, 

(0) The commander of the opc' l'at ion submits his plnn5 flnd hi s 
l'cqHi]'cments to the Chief of the High COlllmand f o]' h is ilJ)pl'O\·n1. 
G(,llel'nlJ.\' the com mn miel' gets all tlllI l he requests, evcn includ ing 
til(' s pecifi c units o f hi!" cl}o) icc. 

( 10) T he se l~tcd lInit s bccome a tfH~k fo]'ce. 
( II ) The commander of Thc OP(,l'lI l iol1 prepa rcs n t raining di ­

]'/-'c l i\·c Tor the t:l sk force, All unit ::; in il :lI'e s pecia lly trained fOl' 
II s pecifit'd pe r iod. During thi s pe riod, 1he cOlllmander's stat!' pre­
pan's detailed plfill S. 

(12) H itle r nlld til(' Chie f 0 1 tilt' H igh ('nlll111tllld i'Ct !l date 
fi lld time for the opcl'fition. 

(3) The comm;u:(lci' of the Opl't'!ltion ('OilIe r!" wit h a ll SnboJ'{li ­
Ila te It.,adel'S and goes o\'e l' the dClailcd plans of 10\\'cl' 111lil S ))I'iol' 
t o the beginning of th e ope ration. 

(14 ) The opcl'Htion hcgins. 
e. Digh Commmul of IAe A1'1IJJJ.-The H igh ComlllfUld of 

the AI'my (Oberkom1llando ries B ures ) is h el1ded by t he Com ­
lll:lIld el'-in-ChicJ of the A rmy (Oberbefelll,./woer des D eeres) . 
H e is the ndu:tl hen d of Ihe ArlH)' wi thout hilving l he status of a 
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c:jbinet Il)('Jllhf'l'. 1-1 .. SIlI)(,ITiH'~ til{' oq.;'lIliZ:lliOIl nnd trflining of 
Lhc Anny in time of peace' and is field comm:1I1der in time of war. 
T his command includes both the exercise of Held comma nd and 
the administrati\'c dutil'S at hOllle. This function fot' the presen t 
ha s been a S~Hlmcd b~' Hitll'l'. T he High Command of the Al"m.\' 
(Ob l'l'kommando des H eerel$ ) is organ ized into eight. main sec­
t ions, [IS follows : 

(1) A djufuld's Of/if'!' ( Adju/(mfur) .-The office nets :IS a cen­
trnl clearing o/fice for incoming and outgoing mail. It is in no 
SCllH' un cfJ.l1i vul cnt of the U. S. Adjulfl tl t GcnCr11l's f)cpfll'im('nt. 

(2 ) Per!<o'fl 'nei Office (PeI'M,IIw lamt) .-'1'his office has full D.p­
pointi\"e power. without I"l'COlll'SC to higher authority. for all of· 
fi('('r" lip io t he g-ra(ic (If li(>lIt(!tlant c(.loncl except fO l' offie",rs in 
the Gp.nenti Staff Co .. p~ , AppoilltnH'nt s of colonels unci generals 
a rc made by Hitler, 0('11('1':11 S tnff COI'rs officc['s arc appointcd 
alld promotcd by the Chit'.f o f the 0 1'IIe1':l1 Staff. Otherwisc, a ll 
matte rs rega l'ding ini ti al cOlllmi s~ ioll S, promotions, t l'iLnsfcr's, li nd 
r'ctirernents of offi('{>J's arc handled by the Personnt'l Office ex­
c1u" ively, Its pO\\'el' is H'I'," ~r(' n(, and it is shie lded f!'Om intel'­
ft' r'(>llcC, T hi" oflice is the dcpo~ ilor'y fOl' all ellici£'llcy report s, 

(3) Gen eral S loff (r.'ellel'oMa/; ) ,-Under the Chief of Staff of 
the Army thei'e nrc fin' main d epartments, each unfi t' r a Deputy 
ChieF of the O('llcral S tnff (O /;(' I'Ifll« I'tiermei,'<tn' I - I ') , Each de­
pn l' rment eolls i"ts of from one tel fin'! sect ions (Abt l! il ililgell ), The 
organization is as follows : 

OVCN/ Ita!'! iel'flle ill tel' I.- Operations, 
Ablcltung J.-O[w[·ations, 
II bteilwl{J 5.-Trans port. 
Abteilwlg a.-Rear Be1Ieli'lls. 
ilbteilullfj 9.-Tol)(lgruphy, 
AbteUung 1O.~~ l allcun~ l'f; :Inc! Operat i (lIlHl P lanning. 

Ober(juaH iel'm ei8fel' l l.- Tru i 11 i l t g, 

Abteilu ng 4.-Truining. 
AbtdlulI!J ll,- MiiitUl'Y 8 cllools and (HJi~'(,I's ' Tl'itinillg, 
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Obel'Quat'! iq/iJ/: i.Qf('l' III.-Organ iZllt iOIl. 

Abteilung 2.- 0rgalliznt ion. 
A.bteilullg 8.- Tedlllical Sen ·jces. 

Obel'f!ua dienneister IV.-In tclligence . 
. 1bteilung 3.- E ai';terll Section . 
. 17deihmg 12.-'Vestern Seclion. 

ObeNjllartie11n.e i stel' V.-H istorical . 
Abteilung 7.- l-IistoricuJ. 

(4) G(, Ilf'/'al .'h ·my Otflce (AllgcllleilwlI H ccr-'IIQmf).-T his of­
fice peduJ'll1s IlUI1lCI'OUS importan t fUIlCI ions incl uding those of 
the I nspectorates of Ihe VHI'ioIlS arms. Its orga nizn t ion is a5 
follows : 

I .-Central S(,ction. including Ar my Public,lliollS .Ad-
m i nistl'll tion . 

I I .- Bnd/!ct Se(·t ion of the Army. 
III.-:\ lobil izlitioll ,l ll d Or/!1l 11izatioll Section. 
I J'.-Ordn,111ce I nspcd:o],;lte. 
V.- I nspcdol·ate of fnfun! ry. 

V 1.- II );:; I)cctorate of Ca\-alry and Horse-drawJl TmllS­
port.. 

1'1I.- i n"peI'lO)·lltp or Artillcry. 
VIII .- Inspectorall· I,{ En,!!in ccrs. 

I.Y.- rnspectorllte of Fortl"(~sse;:; . 
.1:".-'Ve)]pon ;:; Section of tIl<' Panzcr Troops, Cavalry, 

and Army Motorization. 
X 1.- I n;;])I'ctomte of Signal T roops. 

X 11. - 1 nspedOl':l te of TI"lHlSport Troops. 
X III.- I nspcctol'ilte of Chcmicnl 'Val·fare Troops. 
XIV.- I nspectorate of Ra il,,"lI)' ]';ngineel's. 
XV.- M ptiiclll I n;:;pI'ct()l'ate. 

X V 1.- VeterilHll",v 11l,.:pedol·i1 t e. 
(5) O,'([nunce Office (1Valfellamt) .- Thi s ollice is divided info 

the fo llowing eight seetil)JJs : 
I .-Ha w l\latel"iab Section. 

II .- Chief Enginecr';; Office. 
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1£1. - Pet-iodical " Section. 
/I ', Hegulutiolls Section. 

V.-Rcsc;ll'(,h Se<;tion. 

14-1~ 

r I. - Developmellt and Testing Gt'OUP (with twelve !mb­
Sf"ctiolls whi ch deal \\'jtIL tllf' wcapow; fo r the 
\"lIriOl ls llrms). 

VII.-Tndusll'i lll Mobilizution Group. 
T'III. - Acccptullce Sediun. 

(6) Adlllini",tl'ati01t Office (lleeres-rr el'waltungsam/ ) .-This 
office is didded into the> following foul' sediOIl!> : 

I .- Army Ci,-jlian Olliciials.Employ~s. and Finance. 
fl. - Food und Suppii(';., 

111.- J3urnl ck:-: ulld Tra illillJ.! Ground ::;, 
n 1.- Admill i:< tratioll of Army Buildiugs. 

(7) Olde! of the A/obile Tl'Oopl< (Ohe! 41'1' f\,'ehnellen Trup­
lH'n) .-(a) This tlulho l'it," wa s cn 'lIted in l!Jas. It wus given 
~Ilcrnl truillillg supervi::.ioH over the followillg troops : 

Pnnzer. 
envlllE·y· 
i\lotul';z!'d I'(>('on Iia issn nce. 
Moturc,rcle. 

(b) The offi ce of tht' Chi{'f of l1w MoLilc Tmo ps is believed to 
h1l\'e bP('1l ltll'gel), SU I){· I '~·d('{1 by the iluthorit,v con fcncd on lhe 
Inspector O{,IH,'I:nl fol' tht' Panzi'.· Ann (O(,l1l'1'al / '!f<pf'kt('ur lii.r 
die Panzel'lI'(JIJ(') . who Int!' appoin ted carly in 19-13 and made re­
SIXlIl!'li blc d il'ectly to H itl('I·. 

(8 ) / nxpecforafe of ellriet 8('/,00111 (hlftpektion <In K l'ieg· 
8cfI1l1pn) .-'J'ltis divisioll of the Anny lligh Command is of 
minor imporllUl ce. It!'; function,. iU'C ;;imi llll' to what It " BUI'{'llU 
for 'Vest Poi nt Affllil 'S" would be if snah a bun'au w(,l'e created 
in Ihe U. S. W ill' Dcpartment. 

15. Organization of subordinate commands.-o. Gell' 
eral.-I n the Gcrman At'my thCl'C is no chief of st:lfT in the divi· 
s ion. The duties of the chief of stuff and the ch ief of operations 
arc pcrformed by II Gellel·tll Stlll'r COI'PS oruCCI' known as fa (Op-
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enil ions) , ,\ 11 h i,!!IH' I' lWlldqlli1 d er!'; ;1 hoyc 111(' di vision h;l\'c a ell iet 
of staff as in t he U, S, Anny, 

b, Staff ol'[lOI,izafioll,-The staffs of I1nnies , corps. and d i,!j­
:-.ions are all OI'g ull ized in the Sllme wuy and con ,;isl of the fol­
lowi ng s(>et ions : 

(1) Sl'f'tion I (G('I II'I'fill<lfl b) ,-(u) This !=cction iR !'; tu ffcd .'x­
el usi vely b,Y Oenernl Stu ff em'Ps Of!i ('CI'S ;wd i s usually divided 
into (UII I' purl :". liS follu\\' fj : 

IfI, Opc1'lllioll:", 

I I), Supply and ,\ 11 1l1 ini"tmtioll, 
fr.. 1 1l te llil!c llce, 
I d. T I'ili nillg, 

(b) This General S t uff ~('Ct ion does not COnCCl'1l i tself w ith 
nny rout ine nlHttCI'f', hI a ll GI"'1l1l11l MufT,; til(> Pl'illlHCY uf thc 
opt'l'll lions ofliel'l' is 1I llq llcstioncd, Tn eoq)s a nd armies. whel1 
the chie{ of Malr is nb"cnl , the upcrntiollS olli ccr II ct s ill th:lt 
capac ity, Tn divi s ions til(' opcl'llti ons ollie!'!' 1JOl'mnll y head s the 
5tnfT. as thl'rc is no S(' pal'ut e ch ief o{ ~ la fr, 

(2) Sel'lio/! /I (. ldjultwlll/,),-This :'e<., tion i;:; hefHled by :l 

Gcneml Stu fr Corps o llil'!.'!' ;lnd delils with a ll !'Out ine nl:1tlCI'S of 
ad III i r1 i~t rat.i on, 

(3) SNlion III (F"ldj""tiz(I/IIf) .-T his is the lega l bl'lUlch 
ftlld is stafTf'(j by ~'i,'ili: 1Il oflic illl s (Beall//m). 

(4) ·,)'('I'(ioll IV ( I nlei,t/fwIUl') .- T his it1l'1ndes ''CI)l't':'<etl tHt i\'!'<; 
o f all t.he n ll·iou" hCJ'Yi('(>s. s lich as :';11 pp ly. Ill(>d i('a I. a tid \'C" I'rill :lr,\', 

(5 ) Sed i 011 V ( IF ( /u'/IWC/d"8('e/I1(JI'!J' di(' lIl1f, COlt l pl'i,;i ng 11('(' 1'('''­

[lci81lidic) ,-CIlnplni ns' scnriee, 
c. Formati()11 of klol/''f- Fol' organization of work , t he SL'Ction f'; 

o f 11 !'"tldr lire di\' ide(] in to tl,,~ g I'Ollp"'. 
(1) Ta('fi('at tll'OU1) ( Fii" /'!ULg~-Ab!l'iltwg) ,-Colll]lr i"Cii l a and 

I e of secti on 1 of b (1) (a). nhO\'e. 
( 2) Supply 9 i'Ot'P ( QII(Jd iNIl/( ;"Ie,.-. I 1)/1' :711 II!!) .-COIl1 pl'i ~f':; 

I b o f section J of b ( J ) (u). ahon:~ . Hnd the whHI~ oj' ""'I·t ion I V of 
&( 4), abo\'c. 
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(3) Personnf>l. ell',. group ( Adjufunt1;r ).-Comlll,j ses section:; 
II, Ill. llJ1d V of 6(2) . (3 ) :ltld (5), l'especti"cly , ubove. The 
postal section. pay section. divi sionnl sf/'vices, and divisional 
headquarters troops are aUn ched to this :::cdion. 

d . .-i Uaclled ofliccrll.-The following oflicel's IIrc attached to 
the various stnifs : 

(1) A1·my.-(a) With the lH'ndqmll'tel's of ench army is fL 

scniOl' oltice.' of each of the following a rillS : cavnlry , f1rtiil eI'Y, 
engineers, Ilnt.itunk, lllld siglin! tl'OOps . 

(b) These officer's act as tL>ehnical lldvi s(> I'S to the arlllY com­
Imwdel' and keep him ill tou ch with nil m nlte!'s ]'olnting to thei r 
l'cspecti \'C :ums. They a I'e known tiS /1 o/terer g avallcl';eofjizicl' . 
n ;;herer .d l'liIlcl'iekomnutlldcllr. etc. 

(2 ) ( ·orp.9.- (a) At eil ch coq)S hcndqll :Htel1i thcl"C is n senior 
offi cer of ellch of the following ilrms : cltginccl's) si gnal troops) 
!lIll1 lIntitllllk IInits. 

(b) The",e ofli('cl's come rlil'('clly tllldt' l' th (' dli!,f of stnff of 
the corps. Thc\' comm:lnd thc units of th e ir own ;ll'lIIS with in 
the COrps lin d ;lre responsible Cor thei l' technicill and b ctic:lI 
truini ng. Thcy a l'e Hl~l Hvailnblc to give atl"ice 10 the corps lind 
division cOIllIIHlndcrs. Thcy 11l"C known Il S l(Ollillumde-w' de]' 
Pionic l'f', J(olllmundew' der .\'ac/tric/df'lIfl'uppcn) ctc. 

(3) iJil'ifl ioll,- (a) An arlill e)'y ofliccr, known as .A1'tilleric­
Ji'ilM'er, cOllul"lands the arlillc l·.Y ill a division lInd IlctS liS :lrtillcl"y 
ildvisel' 1"0 tI ll' d i\'isioll commande!'. 

(b) The following ofliccrs IIrc he lieved to be attached to the 
followillg gl"OlipS of the division stuff: 

(l ) 1'al'fical gl'oup. 
Division Hl-t iller.\' olliccr. 
Divi sion cngilleer ufliccr. 
Di vi!;ioll :-: ignal oflicc l' . 
..Anlilli nk battalion comm and er. 
Oltice)' in technical charge of the division motorized tmllS­

port. 
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(2) Supply!!!'bup, 
CHlIllllil ndcr of thl' lip-lit ("(lhllllll<; :lnd the clidsion truin, 
Di\'ision P I'Q\'OSI I1lar~ll:ll. • 
Division postal !<er\'iel' ('Olll llillIHle.'_ 
E.ll(Tineer OffieCrj' , . 
S· e 1 fli ( for nllcsl!OllS' of SlI l' l)h' Illntt·r'lc l). Ign:l 0 I(;CI' ' L , 

16, Reg ional organization (Wehrkreise},-a. Gf'nNal.­
Gl'I'III1lIl," is di"ided into a IlUlllbe" or- 'llilitury dil.:tl'icb ( W I /'I"­
~'N' ixe ), Before the pn'scnt war ench of these was cotnllJUlHl{'d 
hy :I sen ior officer' who [lif.;() COIllIll:ll1ded the corps lJCu,-ing Ih{' 
slime IlII11Lbe., IlS the 1fel,,'l.'/-l'i l< _ 

b, list 0/ milital',ll di"" 'ic!It,-( I) The Gcrman :lI'llly corp,. 
,lIld 11'('1u-/.-/'1';"(, in H):~!) Wl'l'e lislt·rJ li S follows: 

I. -­

If • __ 

III 

fl' 

,----
I-I . __ . 

n/. _ 
,'11 '-

IX 
X _____ _ 

XI. 

XII. 
XIII. 

X"/L __ 
1 

X"II/.. 

.\c.", 1,,~lodr<.l 

Pomcranin and r.lcck­
lcniJurj!. 

Brandenburg , _____ _ 

~a\Qn" and XQrth Suo 
d('f~nl!l."d. 

:-)(,lUth..-e>:! G('rmany _ --I 
"ei't]Jhlllm and Lo'H'r 

Rhineland, 
t ' pper Bsnuia _____ _ 

i=>ill'.~ilL snd E:a.;:t Sude­
tcnland. 

JI('~~c llud Thuringia __ 

Be h II'S w ig. Jl 01:< lei n 
find ,,"QTlh ~a coa.;:1.­
al area. 

Ilamlo\'er an:l PrUiOSillrl 
Saxon .. ' . 

i\liddlc Rhineland __ 
FnU1CQnia and '''eFl 

Rudelenland. 
Upper lind Lower Au~· 

tria. 
TyrOl, Carinthia. and 

St.ITia. 
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W,hi"r,! , ",,<I M !· ........ ·rillw K;rrl .... n 'lh'I~I"'r' 
(Tori" 

l~i ." ilf~ 1 >l'rl( _ 

St('tlin 

Her1in .. _____ _ 

1)rl"'!\(o-n ._ 

i'i11l1t1(1If1 __ 

Mlirt~l("r 

:\Ifrnchcrr,._ 

Br('~lllll . ___ _ 

Ilttn,hllrg __ _ 

\,,1, 11th, Iwd 2 1>1(, lind 
hi Cu,·ulr.,· lldgade. 

2<1, 121 h, 1111(1 3211. 

3d lind 2311. :tnd 3d 
l'an~('r and 3(1 Li"ht. 

4th, 14Ih,nntI2Ith, 

"I h, 25t h. and 3", h. 
(ilh.1Iith,nlld2(ilh,and 

1>'1 Light. 
it hand 2it h, and 1;'1 

i\lounlnill. 
8th, 181h, nnd 28th. and 

5th PUII~l·r . 
9t h, 1 ,it h,lInd 2!)tll,lIlId 2d 

Light and l~t l'nnzcr. 
IOlh, 201h, und 22<1. 

lInm,o\'(·r .' __ 1 lath,l!)lh,tllld31"L 

\\ il'~hndcn .. 
Nflrtlbcrg __ , __ 

\nen 

i=>all'.hurj! ___ __ 1 

33d, 3" tll, nnfl31illi. 
10th, 17th, flilft 46th. 

!l.lId4th Pan zer, 
4 41h and 4;ilh, lilld 2d 

Pall7.('r and 4111 I.ight. 
'ld and 3d :\,ounlain. 
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(2) Aftedhe P ol i.'Ill cttmpnign, lVeh.1·k ... ei,~e XX (Dunzig) I\nd 
XXI (Posen) we re forllled ill the conque red {('niiory. 

(3) Aisilce has been incorpol'llted into lVeArkreis V j Lormine 
and Luxemburg, illlo lVehJ'~·f'ei.a XII; Eupcll-l\:Ialmed)' . illLu 

lVehrk1>fis VIi ptwtions of northel'll Yugoslavin, into lVeMkreia 
XVlIl,' and the Binlystok district, in to lVehd.:reis l. 

(4) The missing numbers in the above series were assigned to 
foul' specinl cor ps st'lffs fol' the tnclicnJ supervi sion of the peace­
time Pnllzc,o, light, and motOl·izcd divisions (which ha.ve no cor­
responding lVeJu"{:;'d8e) (see par. 2&) : 

x/v ____ ._ 
Xl" .••• __ _ x,,'- ____ _ 
xlx _____ _ 1 

~ I agdcburg ___ ___ __ _ 
JCJla _______ _____ _ 
13erlin ________ _____ _ 
" ' ien __ •• _ • • ______ _ 

Div l~lon~ lutJCr~lse<l 

--
2d, 13th, 20th, Rnd 29th .\Iotor izcd. 
1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th Light. 
1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th Panzer. 

RECRUITMENT AND :MOBILIZA.TION 

PlI."g'·"Ph Gcnct"ol ______ ____ " _____ ______________________________ ____ __ J, 
)IIUtlll"Y ;;('n "ic(' law _____ __ " _______ ________ __ ______ _______ __ 18 
P" rlod of SCr'"iC<' ______ __ ______ " ______ ~____________ __ _______ 1.1) 

llccrultlllf'nt IJr'JoCt'tlurc_ __ ____ ________ __ _________ _____ ______ W 
Atll\"e nnd rescl"\"C cnlcgorles______ _______ __ ___________ __ ___ 21 
W fll"llme moditlcnllOIlS of drllft 111"OCCd\u"" ____ ___ ______ _____ ___ 22 
Hf'pl"Cl.'llH.'lll trnll'lng I!ysteul _____ _________________________ __ 23 
Pn-'r('s~l,., nal eml N'__ _____ ___ _ ______ ______ __ ________ " ____ 24-
Training ___ ____ "_ _________ ___ __ _ _________ __ __ __ ___ __ 2") 

11,.uslng" eU I,tonnll"lIlll. nnd I'">linlng lln!fll!. _____ ______ " ______ __ 2G 
Pil l' 111111 nllownnce>!_____ ____ ______ _ __ _______ ______________ 27 

l\lobillzntloll in tile pIlSt _____________ _ _ ._. __ __ • 2S 
Pre;<cnl pl"indl1Ie$ of moblllzntloll _ _______ __ . __ _ •• ___ ___ ____ 20 

17" General.- Oenllllll recruilment and Illobiliz:ltioll p t'lor 
to and following th e ou tbreak of the present WIll" wel"e o rgllilized 
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17-19 HA.,\,DBOOK OX CKID IAX ),IELiTARY FORCES 

lind cfllTied out ,in snch II mflnJlCl' liS to gi ve Gennany the best 
possi bl e IIS~ of her lIIanpowel', Detipilc the .real'S »cIII'C('11 un8 
and 19:3:1, when Genllllny was fOl'bidtll'n by the pNIl'e tl'eati(>S to 
haH! unin'I'SlIl militill'Y t l'aining, the 4 ,,'ears that followed '1'(,1'(' 

suflicien t to pt"ol'ide enough tmilled S(, ldien, Lo cat't',Y Ihe Polish 
clIllipuign to fl \'ictol'joll~ ('onclll~j()n, The 'Ka7. i gOH·t"III11ent !l lso 
cOlllpll'le>d p reparations to !1!'SI1I'C t ll:l! the re would be no repeti­
tion in 19:30 of the German cxp<' I'i('IlCt' or 1914, when thc !La"ty 
und ill-planll('d mobili7.lItion o( hundl'cds of thousands of re­
scrl'Cs in n short period of timc tht,('\\, G('I'1ll111l indu;.tl',I' 1m" 

!lgl'jCUltlll'e inlo a state of c<l11fu,.iull (roUl I\'hieh it IIcn'l' I\'holly 
l 'Cem'clwl dlll'ing World War L 

18, Military service law.-LT1Iil'('I';':11 ('()lIlllU);.OI',\' mililal'~' 

sel'"icc existed in G('l'lnany fOl' mon' than a ('{'nl II 1',1' priol' tn 
" 'or ld "'nl' L It was ('xPI'('!''';))' fOl'bidden IIndel' the terms 
of Ih(' Vel'tiui l1es Tl'{'aty of WI!), hilt \\'IH'Il Hill('I' (':l1l1(' to po\\'el' 
in ]9:13, he rrnb:II'kcc1 011 a "!lst 1','iU'l\lil1l1('l1t pl'Ogl'll111 that incIJlc\('d 
tl1(' H':linillg of II large a 1'111.1', '1'11(' ba!'ic !all' go\'('rnillg the 
pl'(':<('nl l'ysI ('m' of Illilit!ll'~' !'<'I'I'II-e lI'a" ndopted on 21 May 1!l3:>, 
'fhi!' ill\\' \\'as rar mOl'e !;\\'l'('ping in it;:; provi <:ions titan thai ('x is-t­
iu!! prior to 1919, Under th(' (,Id Ill\\' ('crt:lin militnry Cill('~ul'i('s 
W('J'e e!'tnb li~hed lind e:teh was f!'i\'en H fixed seiJ('dtlle :l!'; to I\'hen 
its nwmbfors would !'t'1'I'e, M t'l\ omitted from theS(> ('al(':!ol'ie;:; 
I\'('re not called fol' milital')' s(' l'l' ice, and large ,!!roups w('I'e plneed 
in d('fc rl''C'd ('i:lsseS, The Inw int I'Odtlc£'d in 19:15 11I:ld(' ("'C I'," 

G(,l'lnun mnn avai lable fOl' mili t fll'Y s('l'" i('o, III till' ewnt of war 
th o ('lItil'c nation "'as pl:leed Ilt the disposa l of the H igh COIll­
mand, lI,hieh d('('ides Ihe Iltllllbl't' !Iud t:l asses to be clI lied to the 
co l,,.,s, Thus the lie II' law pt'o\'ided the legal basis for total mo­
bili7.aiion of nil Gel'lllllllS :lIld placed th(' intcl'{~sts of the ,\nn('d 
FOtX'es ill wnl'time aVtI\'{' all otiWI'S ill the stille- R c,..el'\'es llIay be 
call('d out at un)" time fol' tmilling, (','t'll in }lrlH'(' linw, 

19, Period of service,-Th(' ()hli~ation 10 b('al' at'ms lX'gin" 
for nil mule Gcnnalls fil the age of 18 illld ends when they i.>ecoille 
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RECHUrr~IE);'l' A:\V ~lOBlL1ZATlO"S 19-21 

-15. T hi,.. appl il':O:. howe\'(,r, Dilly to peacetime :O:(,I'\-j(,(, . !IS III W:I1' , 

lim\' the age iilllil may be l'xlctltled by decree, ' VhclI cOllscrip­
lion \\"a~ Il,jlltmtluced. the period of act ive sen' ice was fixed ut 
I .rC:I I', but ill waG this was extended to 2 yC:lI"S. Before the wur, 
:H.:ti\'c lllilit:ll'Y :;Cl'vi cc usually begau nt the age of 20. The fi rst 
I'l'gi,;tl'n t ioll (.ll u .. /r·/,IIIIr;).lulIrc\,cl'.luok pla ce wI1\' 11 1\ J'Ollllg Gel" 
lIIall bel'aHlI! 18. T h is \\":15 accompanied by a pl'clilllinn ry medical 
,'xIIlllill:11 ion. da,.;,: ificu l ioll un'onlill;,! to h is physicnl fitn ess, and 
Pl'o\'j"iolla l :lSsiglllllCIlI to:1 b ranch of tIl(' scnice. 

20. R ecruitment procedul'e.-This first l"{'~i:::tl'!lt iOIl is CllI" 

ried ou t in ... 111:111 luea 1 l"egi,..ll' ;l t illll an'as (J/ /I"'I l'IUI(/"b('2 il'l • .'f' ) wi th 
Ill(' l'oopc nllioll of dh,t l'ict police :lnd olhcl']oc:I I civ il :lIlIhOl'ilics, 
The HeXt dage ill the l'eC l'u it"s ('al"eel", the :lctua l (\J'uf!i u!! (ilu6'/le­
bUllY)' cOII~i~t:.: of a second and LIIOI'C thorouj.!h phy~ icnl eX:lll1inn-
1 ion, :l tldillitl< H""ij.!llLllt.'llt to :11l a n ti o r the sc n 'icc, nnd n dccision 
I"'j.!nnlillj.! :111 ." I'C!)1It'st for dcfc l'tll l' llt. Am ly officin l:,; hlllldlt' re­
t'\'uititlj.! for til(' )i:I"}, Hlill A il' F urce:l"': we ll :lf; fo]' the Al' lIIy itself. 
If tltl' recruit is fit (l1I/1f/lidl). II(' iti St'Hl hOllIe pend illj.! his c: dl 
to the ('.,IOI·s (A"illb"l'lIjUlIg) alld his i nti llclioll (Eilllltdlung) . 
Bl't" 'een lil':':1 1l'j.!i~ l rntinl\ :Iud ill(hll, __ t ioH the rg(,\'IIit ordin:u'ily 
1M.'I'fol'l\l~ hi~ l'e(l'lil"eti 1:!1'Hl\' :"('\"\·ice (.ll'bdl"di(,lI~t), 

2 1. A ctive and reserve categories ,- _\II O('l"lIl:\J} mell Illot"e 

IImll 18 ),l':lrS of :lj.!c (exCl'pt t hu;;c tota lly IInfi t fur service) are 
dassifil'd in thc foll c)\\' illg' cnl('/!.wic:-:: 

A~·tiv di( 1If'"r/e-OII Ildi I'C .... l'I·'·icl' . 
N "x(I'I'C I-fnl ly Iraill l'd, IIlldl'r ;~;; . 

N('.~(I'('C 11- lllll'lially tl·aillcd. \lm l,,!' 3:i. 
1 .. ·r.~(/lzl'eJjel'l)(' I ..... unt rn i \lcd, \lot en lIed 1I P: 11l1d(,I' an. 
1 .. ·,'''t/IZ}'''''''I '''''/ ' 1/- lIl\lnlill('II, physic;illy Ilnfit. limIer 35. 
LlIlI/lll'l' l,1' 1- 11': l iIWII, b('!WCl' ll 35 lind 45. 
1"'/ldwr' III· II-llllt ra i l lcd. between 35 :Ind 45, 
1,"J/lI.~/ u l'lII I-tmilled. m'CI' 45. 
Lawll5ll1l'lIb ll- ull! rai l lcd, on~I ' 45. 

27 m ;STIUCTEIJ 

OCR by LA6NCA



22-23 

22, War time, modification s of draft procedure,- Draf! (If 

111('11 fO!' tli(' Gt'rliinn A r llwd li'OI'C(':'< h:t :< bt'('n gl'C'it1 1y n{'{'c'lt'ra1pd 
f': illCt' jlte outlw{'nk 'O f 111'£> ' \\'111', though in ii l< bronc! o;,tlinC';: it hn ~ 
rt'1ll:1 i nC'd the ;::1 me, 1111/1( / 1'1'1111 ,1 :1I1d ,I '/I.~I/ I' U 1J 11 (1 lin VC' now ll('cllllw 
OIH' process, whilf' t il(' imludion :tge h:l ", Ilf'PII 100\"('I'pd froiH 20 

to 18, :lIleI ohlt' l' ('111 ":« '''' hlll '(' Il{'t'll c;dkd up, ~ rplllbf'l's of till' 
E /'.«" Z t'eM'I ' i'(' II :1nd L(md 11'(' //1"' 11 a 1'1' ,"II hjl'(,1 to (':tli. a lid ()('(' U p:l ~ 

tillllal and 0/1\(,1' ,h' fpl'Ill('lltS :II'C' sll'idly limi tl'l!. Fur!llC'rmon" 
n continual "combing,olll ': prort',,;: is (':l1Til'![ on 10 Ink!' 1ll{,11 of 
III i I it 11 I',\' llg<' frolll i lid IlS! r'y 11 nd ;tgri r' lIl1l1l'c' ;Ind l'ppl:H'C' t 11{'lIl wi t 11 
fot't'ign inl!or{'I'S, \\'OlllPII, W' Illl'lI 1lllfil for Inilitar." S!'lTi t,C', 111 :1 

flll'lhN effol,t 10 ill('t'!':1 ,,!' till' IllIllIl)I'I ' of 111( ' 11 «I':tibhll' f,,1' Ihe 
. \I'IlIPd F<lI'C'I' '' , \'olull/t'('I':< at lilt' ngl' of IT :11'1' :It' tTpl l'd fOl'll lt' 
_\I'll!,\' 11"; \\'1,[1 il l< fOl ' s lwI'inl :) I'IIIS. " ,IIi It, 1" 'C' tI ,""llllgI'I ' nll'll al'(, 
lit'ing' dl'nftl,d for til t' :tllxi[itu'," SI'ITi(' I'S, 

23, Replacement training system,- fl , /" ft'l'lI ili ll ,1 ,~rrl'~ 
i('f,-Tn ol'del' to s illlplif," tlw lask of 1'1(('11 n('l'tll:1I1 fir'ld al'ltl )' 

(O onllll:lIl<ll'I' ill wan-iIII('. Ih t' GI ' I'UI:l11 Al'lIly i" di\'id{'t! iulo Ihe 
Fi{'ld ,\nll)' (F I'lrlhNr ) :md 111(' Ht'pin l'l'ttH' lIt 'rrainitt:r AI'1I1Y 
(/,'j '.wtlzhl'I'J' ) , \\' ll1'tl till' \\' :11' brokl' out. thi' fit'ltI flmlit,;: Il1c>v('ti 
OUI 10 tak!' part ill th e v:t1'iou" (,l1tllp:Jign:" [t' :lI' illl! b('\lilltl 1111'111 

th(, El'flflt z l le('1' to la ki' (':11'(' of :III "llC'h Ikjnib ns dr:)ftinj! •• f 11('l'~ 

!<ollllC' 1 :tlld Ih{'il' lraitlittl! fi.r f<('I'l'i C'(' ill lilt' lipid l'ilh(' r a;: 1'\'pla('(' ­
IHelll s 01' ti S nC'w 11n i t ", Til t' dl']ltlly C'I,llllll:lIl(II'1' ill ('aell Illilil:lt'." 
di ;:tl'id ( lV(' /1 1'k l 'ei,~ 't jOllk ('Ollllll:11HI wllt'll IliC' 1'I'glll:11' (' ll11l1H1111t1l'r 
lllO\'('t! out illln th(' fit' ld, \Villt til(' :l l<" i" l:tnl 'l' of t't',~('1" ' p uni C- l'\',; 
ft'om tlw di "l l'ie t Ill' (' ;ItTi.'d oul nIP 1'\'I'I'lI ilillg- anti Ir:lininl! piau ,; 
fOl'llllllll l f'll u.r till' OC'U P1':11 Army Of1i.,(, ( A1IYl'ln/'iIU'f< 1/('('1'1'1<0111 1) 
in B('rlin, 

b, L ()ud C() II/J'ol,-E:I('h mili hll',\' di "II'iet is di,·id('11 illl0 r{l ~ 

cl'lIitlng ill'l'a s (lV,,/i J'l/'''rdzlif'z it-l 'r') . :lnd tl\\' ~ I' , in tU\'l1, :It't' di ­
"idee! ittlo l'Pc rllitilig sllh-al'l' :I,. (l !' , /u' l,f'z il' /'<f' ) , A!IIUlIl:rh lllOl< t 
of 11lC' mililary di s!t'i c- t ,.. r ontaill tirO or thl 'N' N'c rll iling an': tS, 
H)]Jtl' di s triel s ill ]lll]llll t fll f' :It'(';\,. ('olt1aill rOllI', whi! (' olltt'l'l< ill 
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RE c n \JITi\fEz\T AND ;'I'IOBJLlZA'rlO~ 23 

thinly populated areas contain only olle. The milillll'." he:lClqufll'. 
tel's of a lV(' hl'enj({ tzbezi1'l~ is known :1 $ a lVeli1'e1'8a. t z iJlspekti oll, 
(hat of:L l Velu'bezirk HS a l Vehl'oczil'ki-;k olll ma lldo, and thllt of a 
lV ehrmeldeb('zil'k ( report ing arca) as fl 1V eh.l' lIwldeam t. Them 
is no military officer on PC l'l11l1llCnt dilly in the local registration 
distl,jet (.l/ !l8Iel'ulIg8bezir~· ) , the smalles t of the locnl l'!!plUCcmellt 
lrninillg sCI'vice areas, and 10clll poli ce authorities represent the 
military_ ... 

c. R ecruit ing area~.-Gn'at(' .. GCl'lWUlY is divided as follows 
for pUl'pO::CS of l'ccl'lIit ing: 

Number of 
IVch rkreis lVehrcrsat zbezi rk IVehroozirke 

J _____________ . Konigsberg . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 7 
L . _____ .' ____ . AllcnslcilL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 4 

II ______________ Stct.tiIL ___ ~ ________ _________ ~ _ 12 
1 L ____ • ________ Schwerin _ _ _ ____ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ ___ 4 

1 II ______________ BC'rliIL __ _______________ ~__ _ _ _ _ 10 
111 ___________ _ ,. Fntl)kf\lrt-am~Odcr ___ _ __ _ ______ 5 
1 Il ______________ PolsdnllL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 7 
1V ____ __________ Lcip7.ig____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ ___ 11 
IV ___ ___________ Dn'sdcI L . _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ ___ _ ___ _ __ _ 12 
l1' __ ____________ Ch enlllil7._ __ __________________ 9 

1' ___ ___________ Ulnl _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ ____ __ 10 
V __ ____________ ::)1 III Igar! __ _____________ ~ _ _ ____ 13 

V! __ _ ~ __________ \liins(CI" _____ _____ ~ _ ~__ _ _ __ ____ 11 
F J ______________ Dol"lllllllld ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 8 
V L ___________ ~ _D li sscldorL __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ 14 
V L __ _________ __ K OlrL ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ ___ 9 

T· /L ____ ________ \liin ch~n ____ ___________ _ ______ 12 
l·III _______ . ______ Bl'csl!lIl __ ___ _________________ 13 
\ "II J _____ • _____ ___ K ll Llowil,L _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ ___ 13 
"J J J ____ __ _____ ___ Liegnitz ____ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ ___ __ _ 7 

JX ___ ___ ________ Kilsscl _ _ __ _ ______ ____________ _ 9 

J X ____ __ _____ ___ Frunldlll'l-ilm-~'I ililL__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ 6 
JX ______ ________ Wcimlll' _____ ~_ _ ______ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ 9 
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,YI 
S I 

XII 
SII 

,1'111 
Sill 
Sill 
,ITI1 
,,1 'II 

ATIII 
X\ '/11 

XX 
XX I 

lI 'ph rrr,,"1 zbr: irk 

S('lI1('".wi~- ll ols1 pi 11 

1111111bllr},.:' 

1~1"'llll'n 

11 :111110n'l' 

\ lll g:.Jl·LlIrg 
Koblt'llz 
\lllllllllI'illl 
HI'g','Il,:;!Jlll'g 
:\iil'lllli'rg 
Kurlsblill 
Lillz ___ _ 

\\' it'll _ 
illll"bnll'k 
(,nlZ _ 

Dl1m:ig 
Pn"l'll 

:'\umll{'r (>f 
Jrr"rl"':irkr 

" • C. 
9 

S 
7 

10 
10 

[, 

11 
[, 

" I:? 

" 10 
7 
[, 

II will Ix- l1utNi tll :11 ill liw abm'(' t :lhl l• ti ll' Illlluhl'l· ... XIV. xr-, • 
XI'I, :0111 ,t-IX aI'!' mi,,.ill!!' from Iht' li,.t of \rl'hl'kl't'i"I' , Thi,. 
1:- l'xplailiNI h," thl' fa ('1 Ih:lt Jl'dllkl'l'i1<r :11'(' in "l':tlit,\' {'('I'P" 
ll i'l'n,.., with 011(' pI':I('('liI11l' :trill,\' ('11 1'jl:- 11)(':11('(1 in l'ftch 1I'flil'kl'('i,~ 

11 l1d bt':ll'il1g it:- nU11IIIl'I', TIlt' fl.HI' Il1i ... ~ill;! IHltI11 1!'I'" \\'l' t'p :-IS-

:;i ;!lwd [0 P allz,·I'. lig-Ilt. :11ltl 1I1111(1l'izl'd ""I'j)" 1I'11i,'h had 110 
COITt''ipondi ll~ ll'f'/,rl.'/I illl, :1" th~'," tin"1 tlwil' Pt' I'",ntll'l ft'"m 
(11'1'''':111.'' al i:ll'J,!l' (~I'I' pal'. 16/, ). 

24. Professionnl cndl'e,-II, Ojfh', /' ('orp",.- T hl' Gl"'t1l:111 
OIliC,t·t' Cor p:- if. 1101'Ulllll,\' 11 pl'l1ft':-:-il>lI:d IOIl¥-,.t']Ti{'f' bnd~' of 
lIf1i",'I':; ill·,'ol i 11;! t ht'llI :-1'1 n' ... t'x .. ll1 ... i\'l'l,~' 10 [Ili' 11l':ll't ieI' of thei l' 
Pl'lIt\, ...... iotl, TII('il' !'("andut'll of Ih'in~ if': not hig-h, :Inri ill PilI" 

('ha"itll,!' POW!'!' llif'it, p:-l," m:l~' I}(' 1, ... tim:lll'tI at abol1t two-Ihinl ~ 
Illfl t o( U. S. ofli(,l'l'~ (. f f'qlli\':l1Ptlt 1': lllk, Priol' 10 1939, the 
,.tt'I'HJ!l h of liIP G"I'm:11I Ofli("']' Corp" W:H· p:<tilllnl NI :-It :t l itll,· 
llndf'l' :lO.Il()O, Fot, thl;' (It'P-.{'ll t W:lI'. 1:II'J!t' IHIHI[.PI'i" (If ,'{' l iI'Pli 
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offiecrs have been r{!C11J]cd to duty, find in addition there is n 
vel'y COlli'idembl e body of young rcscl've ofliccl's who hnyc: 1)('011 
obtained from the ranks after serv ice at the fron t tllld the <-"om­
pletion oC a 5-month Imining course. 

b. N Q/wommis!iioned OfFen· 0£11'p8.-(1 ) Time o/.\'ervice.-Tho 
GI'I'll1[lll NoncommissiOllcd Officer Corps is composed Inl'gl' ly of 
p rofessional long-servi ce YOllm t cCl'S. F Ol' the majority, the tC1'1ll 

G CI'lHtlll noncomm issioneli OniCCl' Corps is COlllpO.~d ling-ely of 
~pecinl fI (hnirJi stl'Mive nml te<;hnical ability, serve beyund the 
normal 12-yeal' tcrlll, SOlllclimcs cycn up to :?5 YC:H"S. Prior to 
1939. the Noncommissioned Oflicel'S Corps is beli eved 10 have 
Ilppl'oximnted one-tenth of the tota l Army strength , o r betWl'C1l 

70.000 and 90.000 men. During the wa r, of course, it. has IJet'1i 
g rea tly e-,"paneled , nnd a spe<:i ul 41J2,ycHr tC I'1ll o( "cl' vice has 
becn introduced. 

(2) Recl'uitmenf.-Thc 0('1'111111\ NOI\l:OIllmi"siollt·d Ollil'er Cor ps 
il'i built up by t wo methods, 11 :-; follows: 

(a) The bulk of nOllCOilllllis"ioncJ office!"s ill'e Oill;lilwd within 
the units. Y oung rccnlit s who desi re LO illir lJ)t the (,:lreer of a 
noncommissioned ollice r ilpply to thcir cOIll )5any cOlll mamle r at 
nny time during their tour of duty with the coIOl';<. The df'C ision , 
howe,'er, ns to whet her the cllndidate will be accepted ns n non· 
commi s.«ioned office r in hi s un it is not. m;lde until toward the c lose 
of the applicall l's serv ice, when the company comlllHlltle r ha s hnd 
n thorough opportunity to observe his characte!', intelligence, :md 
IIbility to perform the dutics o f: n nOllcoll1llli r<s iollC'd olliec!', H e 
IJll lSt a lso haye attained the 1'1111].; of GC!I'f' it ('J' (Ilcl in g <:0 1"]101":11 ) 

dlll'in g hi s normn l se rvice. The appoint ment to the grade of 
[" lIftl'otfizicl' is mnde by the I'cgimentnl COml11llnd el' on Ihe I'cl'om· 
mendntion of the compnn)' com mander. 

(b) The second puthwny to the CIlI1!eI' of a noncommil';:ionoo 
vme.'!' is th m ugh the 110nc()mmi~ . .',ioned oflicer sc hools. T hpre 
a!'l' 6 ,,1.' of ihese schools in Ihe Germun AI'IIIY_ ('llch l'i1l1gillg in 
"tl'P llgth between ~OO Hlld 300. The COUl'se in th('5e, .. ehools la sts 2 
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